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Preface 


The possibility of one or more major referenda being held on constitutional 
questions in Canada marks a new, critical phase in the history of our country, a 
phase where the very existence of our federation is at stake. Newfoundland entered 
Confederation by referendum in 1948. The federal government held a referendum 
on prohibition in 1898 and another on conscription in 1942. With these exceptions, 
Canada has had little experience with referenda of any sort and none at all with 
referenda on major constitutional questions. 


The government is publishing this book in the hope that the histories recounted 
here will enlighten the public debate on possible referenda in Canada. These his- 
tories come from six different countries, including our own. Each deals with a 
referendum on whether a political unit should enter into or break away from mem- 
bership in a larger political unit. In four cases, the vote was for a larger union while 
in two it was against. These histories recount how referendum questions have been 
put to the population, the rules governing referenda, the forms of political organi- 
sation for the groups participating, and the possible significance of referendum 
results in settling major political questions. 


VANS fe € Mende 


Marc Lalonde 
Minister of State for 
Federal-Provincial Relations 
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Chapter | 


THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MOVEMENT FOR SECESSION: 


THE REFERENDUM OF APRIL 8, 1933 


The First Secession Resolution 


The government of Western Australia had been a 
reluctant partner in the Federation of Australian States 
when it was formed in 1900. It did not put the question 
to the voters of Western Australia until all the other 
states entering the Australian Commonwealth had 
decided in favour of Federation. Even then the vote was 
carried largely by blocks of voters from the gold fields, 
who had threatened to secede from Western Australia 
in order to join the Federation. 


In its terms of union, Western Australia had obtained 
a concession empowering it to levy its own customs for 
the first five years of Federation, and further expected 
(though it had been given no guarantee of it) an early 
start on the building of the transcontinental railway to 
link it with the other states. Nevertheless, it 


felt with some justice, that its entry into the federa- 
tion was anything but an entry into Utopia. (Conse- 
quently) the Commonwealth was likely to be blamed 
or, alternately, cajoled for financial assistance in 
time of difficulty. Mutterings about secession usually 
preceded granting of, for example, a Commonwealth 
subsidy to the gold industry.! 


As far as Western Australia was concerned, the fail- 
ure of Federation became apparent within a few years 
after union. In the Governor’s speech, opening the 
second session of the Sixth Parliament of Western Aus- 
tralia on June 21st, 1906, it was stated that a resolution 
adopted by the Federation in connection with the 
return of the Commonwealth ‘‘Surplus Revenue” on a 
population basis would result in a loss to Western Aus- 
tralia of approximately £433,000 yearly. “Such a 
course’’, the Governor added, “would be a distinct vio- 
lation of one of the fundamental principles of the Com- 
monwealth constitution, (depriving) this state of its legi- 
timate revenue after contributing its quota to the cost of 
Commonwealth administration’. Considerable discus- 
sion on this matter resulted in an “Address in Reply”, in 
which Federation was generally attacked as being 
harmful to the best interests of Australia. The Western 


1Burnmester’s Guide to the National Library of Australia, Section 
entitled, ‘‘Western Australian Secession Movement”, p. 654. 


2The Case of the People of Western Ausiralia (Perth: 1937) p. 377. 


Australian government was urged to take such action 
as was deemed “necessary” to secure the withdrawal 
of the State from the Australian Commonwealth. 


On August 1st, 1906, a motion for a Secession Refer- 
endum was introduced, by a Mr. T. Walker of Kanowna 
declaring that “‘the settled population of Western Aus- 
tralia had made an unwilling entry into Federation’, 
and calling the entry an “historical accident into which 
the Western Australian leaders (had been) pushed and 
cajoled”.* On the 26th of September, 1906, the Legis- 
lative Assembly agreed to the following resolution, 
moved by F. C. Monger, a private member of the 
Assembly, representing the district of York: 


That the union of Western Australia, with the other 
states in the Commonwealth of Australia, has proved 
detrimental to the best interests of this State, and 
that the time has arrived for placing before the peo- 
ple the question of withdrawing from such a union. 


Monger subsequently brought down a Bill to provide for 
a referendum on the question of withdrawal. The Bill 
received first reading on November 13th, 1906. Monger 
moved the second reading of the Bill when the debate 
was adjourned, but the close of the session intervened 
before debate could be resumed. That was the end of 
the matter until the pressure of world events again 
brought the issue to a head. 


The Movement Towards Secession 


During the period of the first World War there was a 
growing resentment in Western Australia at the 
assumption by the Commonwealth of powers over- 
riding those of the states under the War Precautions 
Act. Dissatisfaction with the Federation increased, and 
in April of 1918, the Colonial Secretary delivered a 
speech concerning, in particular, Western Australia’s 
financial position, and asserted that ‘“‘not frequently has 
any State in the British Empire been confronted with a 
more serious position’. He concluded his remarks by 
warning that the threat of State bankruptcy might well 
drive Western Australia into separation. 


3/bid., Appendix 59. 


At the end of 1918, the Sunday Times published a 
series of articles by Alfred Chandler attacking the spirit 
of the Commonwealth and advocating secession. 
Resentment during the post-war period was spawned 
more of political grievances than of economic causes. 
Economically, Western Australia had become prosper- 
ous, due to the soaring world prices for primary prod- 
ucts. The major source of dissatisfaction, then, was the 
resented “intrusion” of the Commonwealth into areas 
felt by the State to be within its jurisdiction. There were 
yet complaints against the ‘“baneful” effects of the 
Commonwealth tariff on primary and secondary indus- 
try, and the Australian federal Prime Minister directed 
the Tariff Board to report upon any matters affecting 
the State which the Board deemed to be of a serious 
nature. The Report on the Tariff and its Incidence in 
Western Australia observed that 


on all sides... there was a unanimous disappoint- 
ment with the results attendant upon the operation 
of Federation upon the State of Western Australia. 
This disappointment covered all degrees of criticism 
from a mild disapproval to a rebellious desire to 
achieve Secession. 


Public agitation continued to increase. In 1924 the 
Commonwealth government appointed a Royal Com- 
mission to inquire into the effect of Federation on 
Western Australian finances. The Commission heard 
evidence in 1925 (the same year in which the Seces- 
sion League was formed). By that time the adverse 
effects of the Massey-Greene Tariff of 1921 had become 
quite apparent to the people of Western Australia, and 
“round the heads of the Commission gathered a cloud 
of witnesses who damned Federation as a disastrous 
experiment, (and) a very great mistake”. 


Though the Commission was primarily concerned 
with the financial effects of Federation, secession was 
freely discussed, with part XXIII of the Report devoted 
to the issue. Even the official statement of the Western 
Australian government presented to the Commission 
hinted at secession, stating: 


4Royal Commission, The Report on the Tariff and its Incidence in 
Western Australia (Perth: 1925) 


“ ..in the absence of adequate assistance, the 
State would be forced into one of two positions; that 
is, either to surrender its individuality, and to allow 
the State to become absorbed as a Commonwealth 
Territory, or to seek some relief from a partnership 
which has brought disaster to her’’.6 


One of the three Commissioners, J. Entwistle, added 
his own special note to the Commission’s Report, and 
declared that in his opinion Western Australia should 
never have entered the Federation, ‘but having done 
so, there is, | feel convinced, only one complete and 
satisfactory remedy for her present disabilities, v/z., 
secession’”’.® 


On June 24th, 1926, Premier Collier issued a state- 
ment protesting the gradual deprivation of state “‘self- 
governing” rights. Both the Premier and the Leader of 
the Opposition, Sir James Mitchell, attacked the Feder- 
ation in a thoroughly non-partisan manner during the 
Parliamentary session of 1926. At that time, Mitchell 
declared that while it would be a “slow business” to 
achieve, he would like to see the country free and the 
“federal Knot’’ untied. 


The Western Australian Secession League was 
founded at a public meeting held in Perth on August 
2nd, 1926, to promote a programme of secession. The 
League proposed: 


1) To educate the people of this State to a realiza- 
tion of the serious economic disabilities resulting 
to them from Federation; 


2) To urge all members of the State Department’, 
whatever may be their individual opinions in 
regard to secession, to support the request of the 
Secession League for a Referendum of the 
People of Western Australia on the question, ‘Do 
you desire that Western Australia should be 
granted the full status of a Dominion within the 
British Empire?” 


5Ibid., paragraph 22. 
‘Commissioner J. Entwistle, A Minority Report (Perth: 1925) para- 
graph 581. 


7This evidently meant the State government. 


Such referendum to be taken in connection with 
the forthcoming Legislative Assembly elections, 
about March 1927; 


3) Having secured this Referendum, and an affirma- 
tive vote of the people of Western Australia, to 
petition the Imperial Parliament, through the 
Parliament of this State, to amend the “Com- 
monwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900’, so 
as to release Western Australia from the Federa- 
tion, and restore her the full self-governing status 
possessed by New Zealand. 


The League conducted a massive education pro- 
gramme through the medium of public meetings, liter- 
ature and the advocacy of the press. The League 
espoused no political or fiscal principles, demanding 
only self-government for Western Australia. Anyone 
qualified to vote at a Legislative Assembly election was 
eligible for membership in the League; conditional only 
upon the promise to vote ““Yes”’ at the referendum. The 
disabilities grant given the recommendations of the 
Royal Commission, the appointment of yet another 
Royal Commission in 1927, and the promise of a ses- 
sion of the federal Parliament to review the Constitution 
combined to hold the secession movement in a state of 
suspended animation. Nonetheless, discontent was 
rife. 


The promise of a constitutional session of Parliament 
was not fulfilled, and though the Royal Commission on 
the Constitution presented its report late in 1929, action 
was never taken upon it. By that time, the Pratten 
Tariffs of 1926 and 1928 had further raised the tariff 
walls introduced by the Massey-Greene Tariff of 1921. 


(It) had become increasingly clear from the study 
and thought which had been directed to the question 
(sic) by the general dissatisfaction then existing, that 
no constitutional alteration could remove the root 
cause of Western Australia’s disabilities under Fede- 
ration, namely, her geographical isolation and all its 
consequential effects. 


When the 1930 elections were held, the first winds of 
depression were being felt and the Collier (Labour) 


8The Case of the People of Western Australia, p. 383. 


government fought a listless election against the 
Nationalists, whose leader, Sir James Mitchell, prom- 
ised full employment. Mitchell won the election, and 
once in power, faced the complete onslaught of the 
depression. In time of such trouble, cries for secession 
were natural. As the next elections approached, 
Mitchell backed the Secessionist policy, partly because 
he believed that the Labour Party’s platform would be 
unpopular, since it now advocated unity. 


The Secession Referendum 


The agitation for secession was renewed in the early 
1930’s. In May, 1930, a secession meeting was held 
under Premier Mitchell’s chairmanship. Secession 
forces were reorganised, and in the following July, the 
Dominion League of Western Australia was formally 
launched under the leadership of H. K. Watson, with the 
avowed object of securing for Western Australia the 
status of a Dominion within the British Empire. 


The desire for secession had increased with each 
successive year but the movement lacked any organ- 
ised political cohesion. Difficulties in organising and 
marshalling forces were increased by an unsympathetic 
daily press. Both of Western Australia’s daily news- 
papers had recently been purchased by financial inter- 
ests in the eastern states. The Sunday Times, however, 
under James MacCallum Smith, declared itself to be 
in favour of secession, and mounted an impressive 
campaign. 


On August 4th, 1931, a Convention representing duly 
constituted branches of the Dominion League and 
various local governing bodies of the State was held. 
The delegates pledged themselves not to cease in 
their efforts, 


until the citizens of Western Australia, as a united 
body, assert their determination to save the State 
and its people by declaring with an overwhelming 
majority their desire for complete separation from 
the control of the Commonwealth Parliament, and 
for a return to the status of a free community in the 
British Commonwealth of Nations.? 


9Proceedings of the Dominion League Convention, 4 August 1931, 
Data. 


The League pursued its objectives for three years. 
Premier Mitchell, who had voted for the Secession 
Resolution of 1907, introduced legislation in Parliament 
for the holding of a referendum concurrently with the 
State elections of 1933. The Secession Referendum 
Bill received second reading on November 22nd, 1932, 
and became law on December 30th. It contained provi- 
sions for the appointment of Chief Electoral Officers, 
for balloting, and so on, and outlined the questions to 
be submitted to the voters. There would be two ques- 
tions submitted to the electorate, for opponents of 
secession had secured the simultaneous submission of 
a proposal for the holding of a Convention, in which all 
the states should have equal representation, as had 
been the case in the conventions for the framing of 
the Constitution. The referendum would be held on 
April 8th, 1933, and the campaign would end on the 
same day. Voting would be compulsory for all enfran- 
chised adults. 


The Wording of the Question 


Two questions were submitted to the electors by 
means of separate ballot papers. The questions were 
submitted in the following forms: 


Form C 
Western Australia 
THE SECESSION REFERENDUM ACT, 1932 
Ballot Paper 
(Question 1.) 


Directions to voter: The voter should indicate his 
vote as follows: 


If he is in favour of the question set out hereunder, 
he should make a cross in the square opposite the 
word ‘Yes’, 


If he is not in favour of the question set out here- 
under, he should make a cross in the square oppo- 
site the word “No”. 


SUBMISSION OF A QUESTION TO THE ELECTORS 


Question: Are you in favour of the State of Western 
Australia withdrawing from the Federal 
Commonwealth established under the Com- 


monwealth of Australia Constitution Act 
(Imperial) ? 


PAGES 
[] No. 


The second question, on Form D, contained the 
same directions to the voters, but the question read: 


Are you in favour of a convention of 
Representatives of equal number from 
each of the Australian States being sum- 
moned for the purpose of proposing such 
alterations in the Constitution of the Com- 
monwealth as may appear to such Con- 
vention to be necessary? 


ll ARE 
[] No. 


The Campaign 


Leaders of the various political parties in the State 
decided not to make the questions partisan, and left 
the campaign free of any semblance of party politics. 
The decision of the people, as expressed through the 
referendum, would be binding.’ 


Two non-partisan, and otherwise non-political orga- 
nisations were responsible for the conduct of the cam- 
paign. These were the Dominion League of Western 
Australia, which advocated secession and opposed a 
Constitutional Convention, and the Federal League, 
which opposed secession and campaigned for consti- 
tutional reform. Most of the provincial newspapers, 
such as the Sunday Times, supported withdrawal, but 
were opposed in varying degrees by the daily press 
controlled from the east. The various federally inclined 
bodies, such as the Australian Natives Association, 
made little effort to fight the secession campaign for 
they did not regard it as likely to be serious in its 
consequences. 


The Vote 


The electorate was discriminating enough to keep 
the referendum separate from the general election 


which was held at the same time. The Mitchell govern- 
ment met with resounding defeat, losing seven seats in 
a House of fifty, including that of the Premier and two 
of his Ministers. The Secession Referendum, however, 
was carried by an overwhelming majority with a record 
poll. Almost 90 per cent of the electors voted, with a 
victory for secession by a vote of 138,653 to 70,706. The 
question of holding a convention was defeated by 
119,031 to 88,275. 


Secession carried with monotonous regularity in 
forty-four of the fifty Legislative Assembly electoral dis- 
tricts, and 870 of 950 polling booths recorded a major- 
ity in favour of secession. With the exception of certain 
mining districts, results for the State as a whole were 
reflected in the general results of the vote in each dis- 
trict. The majority of two-to-one for secession was a 
clear demonstration of the Western Australian people’s 
dissatisfaction with existing circumstances. Those who 
had opposed secession were nevertheless in favour of 
a Convention which would have resulted in changes 
in the Constitution and restored State rights. 


The Result 


With the proposal for a Convention rejected by a 
large majority in Western Australia, the federal Prime 
Minister, Mr. Lyons, submitted to all the states a sug- 
gestion for a Convention in which the Commonwealth 
would have equal representation to that of all the states 
combined. Every state rejected the idea. (Later, in 
February of 1934, a Premiers’ Conference on constitu- 
tional matters was convened to consider changes but 
came to nothing since the Commonwealth asked for 
increased centralization and additional powers which 
the states were unwilling to grant.) 


On August 29th, 1933, on the main issue, Premier 
Collier moved that: 


In view of the referendum taken under the provi- 
sions of the Secession Referendum Act... this 
House is of the opinion that it is the indispensable 
duty of the Parliament on behalf of the people of 
Western Australia to endeavour by a dutiful address 
to His Majesty and humble application to both 


Houses of the Imperial Parliament to procure such 
legislation... as may be necessary to effectuate the 
withdrawal of the people of the State of Western 
Australia from the federal Commonwealth. 


Collier's motion further suggested that a joint com- 
mittee of both Houses of Parliament be appointed to 
consider, prepare and present such an address, and 
this was passed without division by both Houses. The 
report of the Joint Committee (revealed on September 
19th) recommended that the necessary papers be pre- 
pared by yet another committee, to be chaired by the 
Crown Solicitor, J. Walker, for submission to the State 
Parliament. This report was presented to the govern- 
ment in March, 1934. The committee determined that a 
petition, rather than an address, would be the proper 
form to follow, and the Crown Solicitor advised that a 
Bill would be the preferable method of lending sub- 
stance to the Western Australian demand. 


The Imperial Parliamentary authorities will have to 
be satisfied that the petitions and the Case for 
Secession are authenticated by the constitutional 
representatives of Western Australia. All these docu- 
ments would be published in England for the pur- 
pose of giving effect to the referendum; ... itself 
authorized by an Act of Parliament." 


While there was some controversy in the House as to 
whether the Imperial Parliament could be approached 
by petition, as opposed to an address, Collier brought 
down his Secession Bill on the 19th of April. The Bill 
received second reading on April 24th and received 
assent on June 15th, 1934. 


In 1935, the petition of the State of Western Aus- 
tralia to be permitted to secede from the Common- 
wealth came before a Joint Committee of the House of 
Lords and the House of Commons, in Great Britain. The 
Committee included Lord Wright, a Lord of Appeal, and 
Lord Lothian, a member of a group interested in 
Dominion affairs. 


The Committee was of the opinion that, while the 
Imperial Government could legally authorize secession, 


l0The Parliament of Western Australia. 


it would not exercise this authority except upon the 
application of the Parliament of the Commonwealth, 
even though the relevant sections of the Statute of 
Westminster (1931) had not then been adopted in Aus- 
tralia. After hearing argument, it did not recommend 
that the petition be received. The address in reply 
stated: 


The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 
1900 begins by reciting that the people of the five 
original states had agreed to unite in one indis- 
soluble Federal Commonwealth... The Parliament 
of the United Kingdom in enacting the Constitution 
was giving effect to the voice of the people of the 
continent of Australia and not to the voice of any 
State or States. It is only therefore when invoked by 
the voice of the people of Australia that, according 
to constitutional usage, the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom can properly vary or dissolve the Federal 
Union. 


It is true that, as things stand, the Parliament of 
the United Kingdom alone can pass an Act which 
would have that result. It is true also that this Parlia- 
ment has in law full competence to do so, even 
against the wish and without the consent of the 
Commonwealth. To do so indeed would not be out- 
side its competence in the strictly legal sense. But 
it would be outside its competence, if the established 
constitutional conventions of the Empire are to be 
observed, as observed they must be. Only by observ- 
ance of this principle can the legal competence of 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom to legislate 
for the internal affairs of any Dominion or self- 
governing State or colony be reconciled with the 
fundamental conception of them as autonomous 
communities. And apart from theory, it would be 
easy to state the practical difficulties which would 
follow from any departure from this principle. Hence 
what the Petition prays for is, in that sense, some- 
thing which is beyond the jurisdiction claimed by the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom. 


In conclusion of the Committee, then, was that the 
Imperial Parliament would be “constitutionally incom- 
petent” to receive the petition ‘except upon the defi- 
nite request of the Commonwealth of Australia convey- 
ing the clearly expressed wish of the Australian peo- 


ple as a whole’’. Since the petition was presented by 
the Government of Western Australia, which as a State 
was “not concerned with the subject matter of the pro- 
posed legislation, the Petition (is) not proper to be 
received”’. 


With the rejection of the State petition, and with few 
other avenues to explore, the secession movement in 
Western Australia virtually collapsed. While complaints 
about the Federation surfaced in varying degrees in 
later years, there was never again a sustained move- 
ment able to inspire or sustain the depth of emotional 
intensity and public support that had culminated in 
the 1933 Secession Referendum. In retrospect, the 
secession movement of Western Australia has been 
explained away as an aberration of history that resulted 
from the Depression. 


CHRONOLOGY 


1906 August 1 Motion for Secession Referen- 


dum introduced. 


September 26 F.C. Monger introduces Resolu- 


tion for referendum. 


November 13 First reading of Referendum Bill 


— debate adjourned. 


1926 June 24 Premier Collier issues statement 


attacking federation. 


August 2 Western Australian Secession 
League founded. 
1930 July Dominion League launches cam- 


paign. 


1931 August 4 Referendum Bill introduced. 


1932 November 22 Second Reading. 


December 30 Bill becomes Act. 


1933 April 8 Referendum vote. 


August 29 Collier moves that action be taken 


to implement the decision of the 
people. 


September 19 Joint Committee of Parliament re- 


ports. 


1934 


March 26 


April 19 


Parliamentary Committee recom- 
mends that Imperial Parliament 
be petitioned by State of Western 
Australia. 


Secession Bill introduced. 


1935 


April 24 
June 15 
May 22 


Second reading. 
Bill receives assent. 


Imperial Joint Committee of 
House of Commons and House of 
Lords rejects petition. 


Chapter Il 


NEWFOUNDLAND’S ENTRY INTO CONFEDERATION: 
THE REFERENDA OF JUNE 3 AND JULY 22, 1948 


Background to the Newfoundland Referenda 


In November, 1945, the Canadian government was 
alerted to an impending policy statement from London 
which would set in motion machinery to decide the 
political future of Newfoundland. In consultation with 
the Commission government at St. John’s, the British 
government had determined that the most “appropriate 
machinery” whereby the people of Newfoundland could 
reach a free and informed decision as to the future 
form their government would take would be through 
a National Convention of Newfoundlanders. The terms 
of reference of this Convention were: 


To consider and discuss amongst themselves, as 
elected representatives of the Newfoundland people, 
the changes which have taken place in the financial 
and economic situation of the island since 1934, and, 
bearing in mind the extent to which the high reve- 
nues of recent years have been due to wartime con- 
ditions, to examine the position of the country and 
to make recommendations to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment as to possible forms of future government to be 
put before the people at a National Referendum. 


A general election in Newfoundland was announced on 
December 11th, with delegates to be chosen on a con- 
stituency basis and nominations confined to those with 
at least two years’ residency. The response of the elec- 
torate to the vote was apathetic. Eight of the forty-five 
delegates were elected by acclamation, though popular 
interest in the Convention awakened when it began 
sitting and the government-owned radio station VONF 
commenced broadcasting the daily proceedings of the 
meetings in their entirety. 


The Wording of the Question 


Joseph R. Smallwood, the delegate from Bonavista 
Centre, was personally responsible for turning the Con- 
vention into the scene of a political battle. Smallwood 
argued for a multiple-choice referendum to be put 
before the people, listing not only a continuation of 
Commission government and a return to Responsible 
Government, as it had existed in Newfoundland prior 
to 1934, but also Confederation with Canada. His 


motion for the inclusion of the Confederation option on 
the referendum ballot was defeated by a vote of 29 to 
16, and the Convention later recommended that only 
two questions be put. A majority in the Convention, 
some of whose members were opposed to the idea of 
holding a referendum at all, felt that if the people of 
Newfoundland must be given a choice it should be 
between continuing the Commission system of govern- 
ment for a five-year period and returning to the pre- 
1934 constitutional system of Responsible Government. 
It was agreed that a delegation of enquiry would be 
sent to Ottawa, while a suggestion that a similar group 
should be sent to Washington to discuss possible terms 
of union was not adopted. The delegation to Ottawa 
returned with a scheme of union acceptable to the 
Dominion Government. 


The decision as to whether Confederation should be 
included on the referendum ballot was one to be deter- 
mined by the Government of the United Kingdom. Its 
view was that opposition to Confederation within the 
Convention should not prevent the Newfoundland peo- 
ple from having an opportunity to express their attitude 
toward this alternative. However, the tactics to be used 
required some consideration. The United Kingdom 
government did not wish to appear to be seeking to 
impose Confederation on the Newfoundland people. 
The Canadian government, for its part, took the posi- 
tion that the form of the referendum was a matter to be 
decided solely by the Government of the United King- 
dom. No reference would be made, officially, to the 
view of the Canadian government as to whether or not 
Confederation should be included on the ballot. 


Public pressure quickly brought the matter to a head. 
The day after the Convention ended, Gordon Bradley, 
Convention chairman, denounced on the radio those 
“twenty-nine dictators” who had attempted to prevent 
the people of Newfoundland from having a free choice. 
He urged that a petition be sent to Britain requesting 
that Confederation be added to the questions on the 
ballot. 1550 telegrams from 670 out-port communities 
containing the signatures of some 44,000 voters were 
received by February 7th. The strength of the response 
to Bradley’s appeal demonstrated the strong following 
behind the inclusion of the Confederation question, 


and it seemed likely that the British government would 
feel justified in including Confederation on the ballot. 


There were constitutional arguments against inclu- 
sion. The Newfoundland Act of 1933, enacted by the 
British Parliament, had merely suspended Newfound- 
land’s Responsible Government; it was to be restored 
at the request of the people of Newfoundland when the 
country again became self-supporting. As the National 
Convention had decided that Newfoundland was self- 
supporting, it was argued that only two questions, 
those of Responsible Government and Commission 
government, could be submitted to the public. The 
issue of Confederation could be settled in the “usual 
constitutional manner at a general election’”’.! 


Others questioned whether a vote on Confederation 
should be binding or whether it might be conducted on 
principle alone. It was suggested that, if such a vote 
were favourable, terms could be negotiated and 
another referendum could then be held on the basis of 
those terms. 


Such arguments did not carry the day. By mid- 
February, it appeared likely that Confederation would 
be added to the ballot. In the view of the Commission 
government, if there were to be three questions on the 
ballot, provision should be made in the Referendum 
Act for a second referendum, should no one form of 
government receive an absolute majority at the first 
vote. The form in favour of which the smallest number 
of votes were cast would then be omitted from the 
second ballot. It was felt that the first referendum 
should be held around the end of May, with the second, 
if necessary, to be held in October. However, no deci- 
sion on the timing of the referendum was made at this 
stage. The pro-Confederates feared that union would be 
defeated unless a massive campaign could be mounted 
in its favour. From their point of view, the longer the 
referendum could be deferred, the better. 


There were differences of opinion over the wording 
of the questions. Unofficially, the Canadian government 
would have preferred that Commission of Government 
be placed on the ballot with a ten, rather than a five- 


1St. John’s Daily News, 10 February 1948. 


year, limitation. It felt that, with the suggested limit of 
five years, there would be strong disposition on the part 
of Newfoundlanders to vote for Commission Govern- 
ment, and that Confederation, if turned down, could not 
usefully be discussed again in so short a time. The 
Canadian authorities also wished to see the official 
communication about the referendum worded in such a 
way that there would be no room for escalating the 
financial provisions which had been worked out in the 
discussions with the delegation from the National Con- 
vention. The British government was not disposed to be 
influenced by these considerations. 


On March 2nd, 1948, the Secretary of State for Com- 
monwealth Relations informed the Government of New- 
foundiand that the Confederation option would be 
included in the ballot. The Despatch read, in part: 


His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom 
appreciates that there has been a feeling amongst 
some members of the Convention that the entry of 
Newfoundland into a Confederation with Canada 
should only be arranged after direct negotiations 
between a local responsible Government and the 
Canadian government. The terms offered by the 
Canadian government represent, however, the re- 
sults of long discussion with a body of Newfound- 
landers who were elected to the Convention and the 
issues involved appear to have been sufficiently 
clarified to enable the people of Newfoundland to 
express an opinion as to whether Confederation with 
Canada would commend itself to them. In these cir- 
cumstances, and having regard to the number of 
members of the Convention who supported the inclu- 
sion of Confederation with Canada in the ballot pa- 
per, His Majesty's Government have come to the 
conclusion that it would not be right that the people 
of Newfoundland should be deprived of an oppor- 
tunity of considering the issue at the referendum and 
they have, therefore, decided that Confederation 
with Canada should be included as a third choice on 
the referendum paper. ... It will be understood that, 
in the event of a form of government other than Com- 
mission of Government being decided upon as a 
result of the referendum, the Commission of Govern- 
ment will continue in being for the period required to 
arrange for the establishment of the new form of 
government. In the event of the vote being in favour 
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of Confederation, means would be provided to 
enable the full terms and arrangements for the 
Constitution of Newfoundland as a province of 
Canada to be discussed and settled between author- 
ized representatives of Newfoundland and Canada.? 


The Convention’s Resolution had not indicated any 
limiting period for the continuance of Commission gov- 
ernment. The Government of the United Kingdom had 
decided, in view of the temporary nature of the Com- 
mission system, to place the question on the ballot 
paper as continuation of the Commission government 
for a period of five years, with arrangements to be 
made for the further testing of public opinion before the 
end of that time as to the future form of government. 
The other alternatives to be put to the people at the 
referendum were Responsible Government and Con- 
federation. 


Provisions would be made in the Referendum Act for 
a second referendum should no absolute majority be 
secured for one form of government on the first ballot. 
The form of government receiving the smallest num- 
ber of votes would be omitted from the ballot paper 
at the second poll. 


With the questions so determined, ‘‘An Act to Pro- 
vide for Ascertaining at a Referendum the Wish of the 
People as to the Future Form of Government of New- 
foundland”’, was presented to the Commission govern- 
ment for consideration and came into effect on the 15th 
of March, 1948. The Referendum Act, as it was called, 
set forth the form and order of the questions to be 
placed on the ballot. These were: 


1. COMMISSION OF GOVERNMENT 
for a period of five years 


2. CONFEDERATION WITH CANADA 


3. RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT 
as it existed in 1933 


The announcement of the date of the referendum was 
made on April 26th; it was to be June 3rd, 1948. 


2Commonwealth Relations Office to Governor of Newfoundland, 
2 March 1948. 


Reaction to the Wording of the Questions 


There were accusations in Canadian circles that the 
wording of the questions put Commission government 
at a distinct advantage over Confederation. It was felt 
that Commission government, limited to a period of five 
years, would have a powerful appeal to Newfound- 
landers who might be hesitant to take such a large 
step as Confederation if they could put it off for five 
years. It was also suggested that the omission of any 
reference to Britain’s inability to continue financial 
assistance to Newfoundland implied that the retention 
of the Commission form would carry with it the “under- 
taking to maintain Newfoundland’s financial stability as 
in the past’’.* Confederation, on the other hand, was put 
to the voters in what the High Commissioner for Can- 
ada called ‘‘ambiguous and equivocal terms’’, without 
mention of the terms of union offered by Canada. The 
voters would be left in the dark as to whether they were 
voting for Confederation on the Canadian terms already 
worked out, or on some other basis. Furthermore, he 
argued, the ballot provided no assurance that the terms 
that would be ultimately agreed upon would have the 
support of the Newfoundland people. ‘‘Confederation’”’, 
wrote the High Commissioner, “enters the fight under 
a considerable handicap, and even if it secures a 
majority a re-examination of the basis of union is 
almost bound to take place.” 


The High Commissioner, for his part, felt that the 
wording of the question had been decided at the insis- 
tence of the Governor of Newfoundland, who had 
strongly favoured the “insertion of a time limit, the 
omission of any (categorical) reference to Britain’s 
inability to continue financial assistance and, generally, 
the retention by the Commission of Government of con- 
trol for as long a period as possible. Recently he has 
had discussions on the form of the ballot both with (the 
British Prime Minister) in London and (the Secretary of 
State for Commonwealth Relations) in New York. | can 
only conclude that they have been prepared to buttress 
his position even at the cost of placing Confederation 
with Canada at a serious disadvantage.” 


3High Commissioner for Canada to Secretary of State for External 
Affairs, 11 March 1948. 


Reaction in the press was generally that the decision 
to include Confederation seemed to be a good one, 
allowing for a decisive and more satisfactory vote. The 
Daily News (along with some other newspapers) proved 
the highly critical exception, holding that the British 
government had repudiated the contract under which 
self-government was suspended and contending that 
it had not only overturned its own National Convention 
but had also disregarded the opinion of an overwhelm- 
ing majority of legal experts in Newfoundland. 


Conduct of the Campaigns 


The Commission option attracted little support from 
the outset of the first referendum campaign. Criticism 
of the Commission system of government had begun 
during a period of economic stagnation on the eve of 
the second World War, and even after the return to at 
least a modicum of economic prosperity, the people of 
Newfoundland were anxious to handle their own affairs. 
The real battle, then was between the pro-Confederates 
and those desiring independence. The latter group was 
divided into two camps, with some favouring a return 
to Responsible Government for its own merits, and 
others viewing Responsible Government as a necessary 
prelude to negotiating economic union with the United 
States. 


The Confederate Association was led by Gordon 
Bradley and Joseph Smallwood, and was controlled 
from a suite of offices in St. John’s rented in February, 
1948. The campaign for Confederation opened on April 
5th, 1948 and, like that of the Responsible Government 
League, was conducted mainly through radio addresses 
and a weekly newspaper. This paper, the Confederate, 
was deemed to be a “superior organ of propaganda” 
to its rival, the Independent, probably the result of 
Smallwood’s previous journalistic experience; 60,000 
copies of the first issue were widely distributed 
throughout Newfoundland on April 7th. By comparison 
with other groups, however, the Confederate Associa- 
tion suffered seriously from a lack of funds. 


Smallwood had engaged a business manager to look 
after the financial aspects of the campaign, early in 
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February, and this person toured Canada trying to 
secure funding from Canadian businessmen. There was 
little difficulty finding people, in Ottawa especially, who 
felt that Confederation with Newfoundland would be an 
advantage, and who were willing to contribute to such 
a fund; the problem iay in securing a commitment from 
these businessmen, since it was not a certainty at this 
time that Confederation would even appear on the 
ballot. The manager returned to Newfoundland with 
little recourse but to wait for the announcement of the 
British decision. In the meantime, the Confederates 
found their campaign disadvantaged both financially 
and strategically. In the later stages, however, the Con- 
federate leaders evidently sought some ‘‘closet” fund- 
ing from the Canadian Liberal Party, though the official 
approach of the Canadian government was to remain 
uninvolved. Support was also forthcoming from some 
leading businessmen and professionals in Newfound- 
land; later in the campaign all heads of the leading 
fresh-fish exporting companies were asserted to be 
“heartily in favour” of Confederation, thus demonstrat- 
ing a definite split within the ranks of the so-called 
“Water Street” merchants. 


While the Canadian government took the position 
that no influence would be brought to bear by encour- 
aging the people of Newfoundland to vote either for or 
against Confederation, the Confederate Association 
was lent some unofficial assistance in conducting its 
campaign — for example, in combatting the group for 
Economic Union with the United States. Information on 
such matters as commercial treaties between Canada 
and the United States was provided post-haste to the 
Association at Smallwood’s request; this was justified 
by the argument that such material would have been 
made available to anyone asking for it. 


Chesley A. Crosbie had announced that he would 
lead the “Party for Economic Union with the United 
States” as early as March 20th. The new movement 
advocated a return to Responsible Government in order 
that economic union might be negotiated with the 
Americans, and argued that, if Confederation occurred, 
Newfoundland would forever lose its chance to have 
the benefits of an economic association with the United 
States. However, the main thrusts of the Responsible 


Government campaign were an appeal to Newfound- 
landers to remain independent, and a warning that 
the benefits of Confederation would prove illusory. 
The Responsible Government campaign was, however, 
largely a “bits and pieces” programme rather than a 
wholehearted and coherent expression of a positive 
programme. The economic union camp turned in a 
stronger performance overall, while the Confederate 
campaign was a largely factual presentation of the 
terms of union offered by Canada and the benefits New- 
foundland would enjoy under Confederation. 


By mid-May, the campaign was showing signs of 
bitter controversy over personalities and class interests, 
though these seldom reached the level of public debate. 
Smallwood performed miracles in making the workings 
of Confederation clear but there were few stirring per- 
formances, and all three parties finished up campaign- 
ing with speaking tours that basically re-emphasized 
old arguments. The campaign drew to a close on June 
2nd. Only small attention had been paid by propagand- 
ists to the Commission government option, and both 
the Confederates and the Responsible Government 
people predicted overwhelming victories. 


The first vote on June 3rd, left the issue unresolved. 
The Responsible Government option received 44.55 per 
cent of the vote and Confederation followed closely 
behind with 41.13 per cent. The Commission of Govern- 
ment received only 14.32 per cent of the vote. The 
second referendum, then, would be held on July 22nd. 


On June 25th, the parties re-opened their campaigns. 
Little new material was introduced and the campaigns 
closed with radio addresses, some of which were re- 
broadcasts. The Responsible Government League 
wound up by advising against voting for Confederation 
on the grounds that the Canadian terms offered no 
guarantee that the Fisheries Board would be continued. 
Bradley devoted his last speech to this fisheries ques- 
tion and contended that, on the contrary, the Canadian 
government had no intention of disturbing the Fisheries 
Board or any other agency which was of benefit to the 
Newfoundland economy. 


“An Act to Amend the Referendum (Advance Poll) 
Act” was passed on July 2nd, increasing the number 


of districts and expanding the period in which advance 
polls would be held. 


The second vote resulted in a slim majority for Con- 
federation of 52.34 per cent, as opposed to 47.66 per 
cent for Responsible Government. The Responsible 
Government vote was concentrated mainly in the Ava- 
lon Peninsula; outside the Peninsula, every district but 
one voted for union. The division seems to have been 
partly on denominational lines, for the population of the 
Avalon Peninsula was strongly Roman Catholic, and 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese had taken a recog- 
nizably anti-Confederate position. 


The Commitment Resulting from the Referendum 


Before the final vote there were a number of opinions 
on the question of what would constitute a sufficient 
majority to justify Confederation. The Commissioner of 
Justice of Newfoundland expressed the opinion that if 
a majority vote was very small, with a sharp but evenly 
balanced division of opinion, it would not be wise to 
institute irrevocable constitutional change. The Com- 
mission government feared that, due to the strength of 
feeling on the matter on the island, there might be a 
real danger of civil disorder resulting if Confederation 
were pursued on a small majority vote. There seemed 
no chance for a large majority on the question, and 
complete results would not be known for perhaps a 
week after the voting. 


The United Kingdom made clear that it would regard 
any majority for Confederation, however small, as bind- 
ing so far as it was concerned, and would be prepared 
to arrange for Confederation even if the majority were 
small. The ultimate decision must be Canada’s, how- 
ever, and if Canada decided that the majority was too 
small to justify Newfoundland’s entry into union, the 
United Kingdom would be forced to agree. The British 
believed that it was important to settle the matter be- 
fore the vote, since if there was a long delay between 
the poll and a final decision, there could be an unset- 
tling situation on the island. Prime Minister King was 
determined to wait. On July 19th, he conferred with 
St. Laurent, who felt, “and | agree, that unless there is 


something more than a poor majority, we should not 
take the province into Confederation. | said it was 
necessary to look ahead and see what would come if 
we had a poor majority.’ 


It was unlikely that the Canadian government would 
come to any decision regarding the size of an accept- 
able majority until after the referendum. A decision 
after the vote would depend not only on the actual size 
of the majority, but on the attitude of the opponents in 
Newfoundland. If leaders of the Responsible Govern- 
ment group indicated that they would accept the deci- 
sion of the people, the decision of the Canadian govern- 
ment would be influenced accordingly. On the other 
hand, Canada hoped that the United Kingdom would 
endorse its position in the event of a majority that 
seemed to it to be too small to justify proceeding with 
Confederation. Also, the Canadian government wished 
to see the results of an election to be held in Quebec 
on July 28th before making a statement. 


The referendum was held on Thursday, July 22nd. 
The advance polls showed a standing of 75,718 votes 
for Confederation and 70,733 votes for Responsible 
Government. The Canadian government determined 
that it would decide how to react on the following 
Tuesday. 


The Responsible Government League quickly voiced 
its disapproval, protesting any drastic change in the 
“national status and citizenship of Newfoundlanders” 
which might result from a bare majority vote of 52 per 
cent. The League would oppose with “all its force’ any 
decision to consummate Confederation on any basis 
other than negotiations conducted between properly 
elected governments, and called for an election of a 
parliamentary majority with a popular mandate to nego- 
tiate with Canada. As only one expression of the oppo- 
sition, however, the League’s stand held little force. 
It appeared that the public generally accepted the ver- 
dict of the vote, and the telegram outlining the League’s 
dissent was as much of an attempt to arouse public 
sentiment as anything else. Only a minority of the peo- 
ple of Newfoundland seemed concerned with the legal 


4Prime Minister W. L. M. King, Diary, entry for 19 July 1948. 
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and constitutional issues of entry, according to a report 
submitted by the Acting High Commissioner for Canada 
in Newfoundland. Interviews with leading Newfound- 
landers, including opponents of Confederation, prod- 
uced a clear consensus that, the die being cast, the 
only realistic course was to proceed with union. 


On the basis of these reports the Canadian govern- 
ment decided to accept the majority as substantial 
enough to justify proceeding with the necessary action 
required to obtain the consent of Parliament to New- 
foundland’s entry. No statement was formally issued 
until the United Kingdom had been given the oppor- 
tunity to consider and comment on the statement pro- 
posed for July 28th, 1948. A press release noted: 


The Prime Minister, Mr. Mackenzie King, said today 
that it would seem from the results of the Newfound- 
land referendum thus far reported, that there will be 
a substantial majority in favour of Confederation with 
Canada. A statement on behalf of the Government 
of Canada cannot, however, be made until official 
notification of the final result has been communicated 
to Ottawa. This may be a matter of a few days. 


Official statements were released simultaneously in 
London, Ottawa and St. John’s at 10 p.m., July 30th, to 
the effect that the final result of the vote for Confedera- 
tion had been 77,869 as opposed to 71,464 for Respon- 
sible Government. “It would seem therefore that the 
result of the plebiscite in favour of the union between 
the two countries is clear and beyond any possibility of 
misunderstanding... (a) result attained without any 
trace of influence or pressure from Canada.” The state- 
ment continued, “The Canadian government is now 
consulting with the Governments of Newfoundland and 
the United Kingdom in the working out of appropriate 
constitutional procedures for implementing the deci- 
sion taken by the people of Newfoundland.” 


The first step, following the vote, was negotiation of 
the final terms in the period October-December, 1948. 
Canada was represented by a special Cabinet Com- 
mittee, Newfoundland by a delegation appointed by the 
Government of Newfoundland. Thereafter, the terms 
having been approved by the Canadian Parliament and 
the Government of Newfoundland, the Canadian Parlia- 
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ment submitted an address to the King which resulted 
in passage of an Act of the British Parliament enabling 
Newfoundland to enter the Canadian federation. The 
actual union took place at a minute before midnight 
on March 31, 1949 and the related ceremonies took 
place in Ottawa and St. John’s the following day. 


CHRONOLOGY 


1945 December 11 Attlee government in London an- 
nounces its intention to provide 
for an elected National Conven- 
tion in Newfoundland. 


1946 June 21 Election of delegates to National 
Convention. 
September 11 Delegation from Convention 


leaves for London. 


December 23 Formation of Responsible Gov- 
ernment League. 


1947 June 25 Talks in Ottawa between delega- 
tion from Newfoundland and Ca- 
nadian government. 


October 29 Canada sends Proposed Arrange- 
ments for the Entry of Newfound- 
land into Confederation to St. 
John’s. 


1948 


1948 


March 2 


March 15 


March 22 


April 5 


April 7 


April 26 


May 12 


May 20 


June 3 


June 19 


July 2 
July 22 
July 30 


British government Despatch out- 
lines questions to be put to New- 
foundland voters. 


Referendum Act passed. 


First distribution of newspaper, 
The Independent. 


Confederate Association opens 
campaign for Confederation. 


First distribution of newspaper, 
The Confederate. 


Announcement of the date of the 
referendum. 


Referendum (Advance Poll) Bill 
introduced. 


Referendum (Advance Poll) Act 
passed. 


First referendum held. 


Bill to amend Advance Poll Act 
introduced. 


Amendment passed. 
Second referendum held. 


Prime Minister King accepts re- 
sults of second referendum as ba- 
sis for formal negotiations. 


Chapter Ill 
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IRELAND’S ENTRY INTO THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY: 


THE REFERENDUM OF MAY 10, 1972 


Legal Framework 


A plebiscite on the constitution, held in 1937, pro- 
vided for the introduction of referenda for amendments 
to the constitution, which had previously received Par- 
liamentary approval. A referendum required a simple 
majority of those voting. Before the vote on Community 
membership, three other referenda had been held. Two 
were organised in 1959 and 1968 to abolish propor- 
tional representation, and one in 1968, which tried to 
change the number of electors for each Member of Par- 
liament. Although passed by Parliament and recom- 
mended by the Government, all three amendments were 
defeated in the referenda. Thus the referendum on 
Community membership faced a handicap of past re- 
fusals by the Irish electorate to approve changes in 
their constitution. The Irish Government determined to 
leave no stone unturned to obtain a favourable result 
on this last occasion. 


Political Parties, Farmers and Trade Unions 


The 1972 Dail of 144 members, consisted of 75 mem- 
bers Fianna Fail, the Government party, 52 members of 
Fine Gael and 17 members of the Labour Party. The 
policy of the two major parties, already determined 
during Britain’s first effort to joint the European Com- 
munity in 1961-3, was to seek full membership, if Britain 
joined. This was in place of the other option, namely 
that of associate status, which some people preferred, 
as protecting Ireland’s developing though still fragile 
industry. Thus, after the conclusion of the successful 
negotiations, no formal decisions had to be taken by 
the two major parties. The Labour Party Congress, held 
in the Autumn of 1971, preferring associate status, 
voted against full membership. Labour's Parliamentary 
opposition was not, however, a full hearted one. Agri- 
culture still being Ireland’s principal activity, the atti- 
tude of the farmers to membership was particularly 
important. Apart from small holders, especially in the 
West of Ireland, who feared the consequences of mem- 
bership, farmers came out strongly in favour of full 
membership. The Trade Union Movement on the other 
hand went against. Workers in manufacturing and ser- 
vice industries in Ireland are well organised with over 


50% in union membership. The Irish Trade Union Con- 
gress, which covers the whole of Ireland, North and 
South, had some three hundred and fifty thousand 
members. Its largest component, the Irish Transport 
and General Workers Union, with offices in every Irish 
town, accounted for one hundred and fifty thousand 
members. 


Normally therefore the trade unions carry substan- 
tial industrial and political weight. Individual unions 
held delegate conferences during January 1972, and 
then convened a special delegate Congress of the Irish 
TUC. This passed a resolution against membership 
overwhelmingly. The main support for the resolution 
came from the Transport and Craft Unions and from 
most British based trade unions. Only the Workers 
Union of Ireland voted for. 


Timetable of the Official Campaign 


When negotiations ended in 1971, the Government 
submitted a White Paper on the results to Parliament. 
Before the end of the year, Parliament debated it and 
voted in favour of membership, thus allowing the Gov- 
ernment to sign the Treaty. After the signature of the 
Treaty of Accession in January 1972, the Government 
introduced a Bill into Parliament in February, providing 
for a referendum to amend the constitution. This was 
enacted rapidly. The Government decided to hold the 
referendum on the 10th May 1972, and framed the ques- 
tion to be put to the vote. The question was: “Do you 
approve of the proposal to amend the constitution, con- 
tained in the undermentioned Bill — third amendment 
of the Constitution Bill 1971”. 


The official campaign started on 17th April 1972, and 
lasted for three weeks. The referendum result obtained 
was 83% yes, 17% no, on a poll of 71% of the elec- 
torate. This was high, compared with the 58% poll in 
1959 and 65% polls in 1968. 


Role of the Government Administration 


A number of civil servants were seconded to estab- 
lish a European Economic Community Information Ser- 
vice in the Department of Foreign Affairs. It prod 
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several publications. The main one was a general book- 
let entitled, ‘Into Europe’. Others covered: Ireland, 
North and South in the EEC; ‘“‘the purchase of land”, 
an issue of some importance to allay fears of foreigners 
buying up land in Ireland; “the cost of living’; “the 
small farmer and the EEC”; and “‘the facts of going in 
— and of staying out’. 


The principal speakers on the pro-Market side were 
fully briefed by the civil servants. Officials serving on 
public bodies such as the Industrial Development 
Authority, and the Marketing Boards, were encouraged 
and given full freedom to speak in favour of member- 
ship on non-party public platforms. 


Attitude surveys were conducted to discover the 
issues which worried the people. These determined the 
subjects to be covered in leaflets, and guided the argu- 
ments advanced by pro-Market speakers. The civil 
servants furthermore co-operated closely with the 
European Movement and two major political parties. 
At the same time the Government information service 
was available to anti-Marketeers and provided them 
with facts and figures, if requested. 


Financial Resources used in the Campaign 


Officially, use of public funds was confined to the 
provision of information to the electorate. Actual expen- 
diture of public funds on publications, salaries of staffs, 
surveys and other activities were not published under a 
single heading. They were drawn from various public 
votes and funds. An informed source estimates that 
some two hundred and fifty thousand pounds of public 
money was used. In addition the Government gave an 
official grant of ten thousand pounds to the European 
Movement, and provided a further twenty thousand 
pounds to the Movement by other methods. The Move- 
ment raised a further forty five thousand pounds from 
industrial donations. The Government Party, Fianna 
Fail, spent a further sixty to seventy thousand pounds 
and Fine Gael about ten thousand pounds. 


The anti-Marketeers were destitute in comparison. 
Their total expenditure, largely financed by the ITGWU, 
amounted to some forty thousand pounds, or about one 


tenth of the pro-Market expenditure. Apart from trade 
union help, funds were raised by way of street collec- 
tions. 


Pro-Market Organisation and Campaign 


The Irish Council of the European Movement was 
founded in 1954. It had played an active and influential 
role amongst opinion formers, as from 1958. It had both 
an industrial and individual membership, and its exe- 
cutive committee consisted of leading personalities 
from politics, industry, agriculture, state enterprises 
and public bodies. During the two previous attempts to 
join the Community in 1960-3 and -1966-7, it was the 
principal organisation, providing information to the 
press and the public. It became active again in 1970, 
and following the appointment of the late Mr. Michael 
Sweetman in July 1971, it moved into high gear and 
became the central all-party organisation directing the 
campaign. There was the closest co-operation with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and the two main poli- 
tical parties. The direction of the campaign was super- 
vised by the Movement’s Executive Committee, meeting 
frequently and regularly, culminating in daily lunch 
meetings towards the end of the campaign. 


The Movement produced a number of well argued 
pamphlets, including a forty-eight page booklet entitled 
“Opportunity — Ireland and Europe’, a sixteen page 
pamphlet on ‘“‘The Cultural Aspects’, and nine four 
page leaflets under the common heading ‘‘Understand- 
ing EEC’, on the following topics: standard of living; 
employment; the alternatives; sovereignty; the small 
farmers; land purchase; Northern Ireland; defence and 
neutrality; and EEC and the West. These leaflets of 
which many thousands were printed were distributed 
at public meetings throughout the country. A mass dis- 
tribution also took place of a four page broadsheet 
entitled “Making up your mind about the EEC”. Its well 
designed centre spread was reproduced as an adver- 
tisement in most newspapers. Other occasional papers 
were also produced. 


The two major political parties each produced one 
simple leaflet in the form of an election address, which 
were delivered to every elector in the country. The 


parties also produced a large number of posters, 
saying “YES” which, in addition to poster sites were 
flyposted on lamp standards and hoardings throughout 
the country. Lapel buttons, badges, car stickers, etc., 
were also widely used. 


The Campaign was spearheaded by a team of about 
forty European Movement speakers, who addressed 
public meetings throughout the country, almost on a 
full time basis throughout the first half of 1972 until the 
referendum in May. Their travelling and subsistence 
expenses were re-imbursed by the Movement. Meetings 
were organised by the political parties, the farmers 
organisations and other interested bodies. A major role 
was played by the Irish Countrywomen’s Organisation, 
the largest women’s movement in the country. At agri- 
cultural and industrial fairs and shows, farmers stands 
carried most of the published pro-EEC material. The 
main /rish Farmers Journal Weekly became the prin- 
cipal vehicle for pro-Market propaganda in the country- 
side. 


The role of the two main political parties was crucial. 
From January to March 1972, Fianna Fail organised 
one day seminars in every one of the forty-four Parlia- 
mentary Constituencies. These were addressed by four 
experts always including a minister and usually aca- 
demics. Each was attended by some 75 leading consti- 
tuency party workers. This built up some three thou- 
sand party spokesmen, whose job was to address not 
merely party and other meetings locally, but to per- 
suade the public in pubs, at work, etc. Fine Gael fol- 
lowed a similar though less intensive campaign, with 
briefing meetings for party workers in most constituen- 
cies. 


Every possible local interest group was carefully 
analysed by the party workers, to determine how to 
handle them. Distinctive measures, appropriate to each 
particular interest group, were employed. These in- 
cluded fishermen, small holders, housewives and indus- 
trial workers. Each industry was handled separately, 
and arguments appropriate to it specially prepared. In 
view of trade union hostility, this aspect of the cam- 
paign was particularly important. Whilst industrial de- 
velopment had made rapid strides, particularly in high 
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technology sectors in the 1960s, most labour intensive 
industries were based on traditional family concerns in 
static or declining sectors such as textiles, leather, 
foodstuffs, etc. Fear of competition from abroad, lead- 
ing to the loss of jobs, was a major factor in a country 
with a high level of endemic unemployment of 7% or 
more. 


The whole course of the campaign was carefully 
planned, with a long and progressively more intensive 
educational campaign, lasting from the Autumn of 1971 
until April 1972. The final three weeks of the official 
campaign were carefully orchestrated. The campaign 
was launched by the Prime Minister, and speeches 
during the first week concentrated on bread and butter 
issues and on a sustained attack on the arguments of 
the antis. During the second week, the argument was 
reduced to a few main positive themes, which were 
hammered home at meetings throughout the country. 
The final week was devoted to the concept of the grand 
European design, and the place of Ireland and its future 
generations in a United Europe. 


Throughout the intensive campaign, canvassing was 
conducted by the party workers. On the day of the 
referendum, transport to get voters to the polls was 
organised from centralised all-party transport pools. 
The main burden of organisation, canvassing and 
knocking-up was shouldered by Fianna Fail, but they 
were helped by members of Fine Gael and the farmers. 
The farmers for instance got the vote out in agricultural 
constituencies. No effort was spared to ensure the 
maximum turnout, which achieved the astonishingly 
high poll of 71% and a victory of nearly five to one. 


Anti-Market Campaign 


Early in 1971 the Common Market Defence Campaign 
was launched by a study group of university lecturers 
and economists representing the interests of small 
firms and of agriculture. It was a highly articulate and 
cohesive group of intellectuals, who sought and 
obtained the assistance of distinguished British eco- 
nomists including Professor Nicholas Kaldor and Pro- 
fessor E.T. Nevin from Swansea. They produced a 
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number of well argued pamphlets on the consequences 
of. Community membership for Ireland, including a 
fifty-three page economic analysis of the effects of 
membership, a thirty-two page pamphlet on the con- 
sequences of monetary union for peripheral regions. 
Also shorter booklets entitled: ““Why Ireland should not 
Join”, “The Alternatives to Membership”, “The Eco- 
nomic and Political Implications’, and a large selection 
of papers, leaflets and handouts covering prices, agri- 
culture, sovereignty, etc. This group formed the main 
intellectual input into the campaign. 


This was later supplemented by publications pro- 
duced by the ITGWU, the Labour Party, and the official 
and provisional Sinn Fein or IRA organisations. The 
trade union publications included pamphlets on “How 
would you fare in the Common Market” and “No to 
EEC”. Some fifty thousand copies of an eight page 
newspaper called, “Economic Freedom’, was _ pub- 
lished in the name of the Irish TUC, though written and 
financed by the ITGWU. The Labour Party produced a 
number of short leaflets, as did the two wings of the 
IRA. 


Funds available to the anti-Market campaign came 
almost entirely from the ITGWU. Door to door and 
street collections raised the balance. The Labour Party, 
itself largely financed by the trade unions, gave prac- 
tically no financial support. It played a muted role in the 
campaign with the exception of one or two politicians, 
who were generally considered the best and most arti- 
culate spokesmen of the anti-Market case. 


The antis lacked good information to back up their 
arguments, and had very few competent speakers. 
Their arguments were mostly confined to slogans. The 
extremism of some of their statments enabled the pros 
to associate the antis in the public mind with the sub- 
versive label of militant and violent republicanism. In 
debates addressed by both sides, the pros dominated 
the meetings by their wealth of expertise and the 
calibre of their speakers. A most surprising feature was 
the ineffectiveness of the trade union anti-Market cam- 
paign amongst their own members. 


There was a total lack of co-ordination between the 
disparate groups of antis. The arguments were not 


thought out and throughout the campaign they ap- 
peared to be flying by the seat of their pants. They 
lacked any coherent grass roots organisation. Indeed 
it was almost impossible to coalesce the opponents 
who, in the public eye, seemed to be dominated by 
mavericks and nutcases. The only redeeming feature 
was the role of the Labour Party, whose opposition to 
membership was respected, because it gave legitimacy 
to the democratic choice. The view is held that a fair 
proportion of the anti-Market vote came from middle 
income groups, who objected to the overwhelming 
domination of the campaign by the pro-Marketeers and 
to the alleged partiality of the media. 


European Influence 


Some three hundred carefully selected pro-Market 
politicians, academics and others were sent, by the 
Community’s Dublin Information Office, for briefing 
visits to Brussels, and several Community Officials 
toured Ireland on speaking engagements. Pro-Market 
Labour Party supporters organised a European Social- 
ist Seminar in the Autumn of 1971, addressed by Con- 
tinental Social Democratic Leaders. A few of the 
Continental spokesmen were highly successful on ap- 
propriate forums, others were considered counter pro- 
ductive for general speaking engagements. 


The Role of the Media 


Both TV and radio gave comprehensive coverage, 
mainly through current affairs programmes and with a 
series of televised discussion meetings. These were on 
the whole favourable to membership. One major TV 
debate, lasting a whole evening, was organised like a 
court trial with witnesses and jury. As in a similar pro- 
gramme organised by the BBC in Britain in 1971, the 
debate, which gave equal time to both sides, came out 
on balance against membership. 


Editorially all national newspapers, that is four 
morning dailies, two evening papers, and two Sundays’, 
favoured membership. So did most of the weeklies 
covering business and farming readership. Only one 
weekly, the Hibernian, equivalent to the Statesman, 


came out against. No letter writing was organised by 
either side in the campaign. Instead, both camps 
flooded the national and local papers with press re- 
leases of speeches made by their respective sup- 
porters. Full coverage was given to these during the 
final stages of the campaign, with the Irish Times devot- 
ing daily several pages to reports of such speeches. 
The pro-Marketeers planned the press release cam- 
paign with great care both as to content and timing. The 
press release played a particularly important role in 
the local papers, which did not have sufficient reporters 
to cover all the meetings held in their localities. The 
coverage in the press was supplemented by intensive 
advertising especially by the pros. Finally, journalists in 
all the newspapers, particularly its industrial corres- 
pondents, were regularly briefed, and aided in pro- 
ducing pro-Market feature articles. 


Issues in the Campaign 


The arguments of the pros concentrated on a few 
central issues. These were: with Britain joining, Ireland 
could not stay out; agricultural prosperity; new foreign 
investment with more exports to a tariff-free Europe, 
therefore more jobs at home, halting emigration. During 
the 1960s Ireland enjoyed substantial industrial growth 
with foreign investment from Germany and Holland out- 
pacing British investment. Thus on the basis of actual 
experience, the promise of more jobs was persuasive. 


Fear of land sales to foreigners was effectively 
countered in the negotiations for membership, which 
left control of land sales in Irish governmental hands 
throughout the transitional period. Fear of free immi- 
gration mainly from Italy was similarly stilled by post- 
poning the application of free movement of labour until 
the end of transition. Opposition from fishermen was 
nipped in the bud by very effective local campaigning 
by party activists. Fishermen’s fears were allayed on 
the basis of the renegotiation of the common fisheries 
policy by the applicant countries. Other issues included 
the effect of regional policies and industrial co-opera- 
tion on reducing the divisions between North and 
South, and the lessening of Ireland’s dependence on 
Britain, once inside the Community. 
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Anti-Marketeers concentrated on rejecting full mem- 
bership and favouring associate status instead. Cost of 
living and price comparisons with Continental shop 
food prices, dominated the argument to the house- 
wives. The other main issues were: the impoverishment 
of a country on the periphery of the Community, and 
the inability of most traditional industry to withstand 
free competition. This would bring massive unemploy- 
ment and lead to even further emigration and depo- 
pulation; the vulnerability of agricultural small holdings, 
fear of mass Italian immigration; the inevitable involve- 
ment of neutral Ireland in NATO and foreign wars; and 
finally loss of Irish sovereignty and control of Irish 
domestic affairs. 


Conclusions on the Campaign 


The success of the pro-Marketeers lay in the closest 
co-ordination between the European Movement, the 
Government, the Farmers, and the two main political 
parties. The development of quite a lengthy and care- 
fully planned educational campaign, ensured a good 
understanding of the issues by the opinion formers, 
who played a decisive role in shaping public attitudes 
during the actual referendum campaign. Intensive party 
organisation by Fianna Fail in co-operation with Fine 
Gael ensured an exhaustive canvass and an effective 
pull-out of the voters on the day. The identification of 
special interest groups and the neutralisation of inci- 
pient opposition by supporters at grass roots level, con- 
fined vocal opposition to the lunatic fringes. The public 
were flattered by the attention paid to them, and appre- 
ciated the simplification of the complex issues in a few 
very well presented arguments, on which the pro- 
Marketeers based their campaign. Thus the issues be- 
came the subject of intelligent and coherent discussion 
in pubs, homes and at work, with very little heat and 
animosity. Although the anti-Marketeers protested 
against the public funding of the European Movement 
and the pro-Market bias of the Government Information 
Service and of the media, nevertheless no real or 
lasting bitterness was generated. When the decision in 
the‘referendum was reached, the opposition accepted 
the verdict and started to play a constructive role in 
the Community. The Labour Party dropped all opposi- 
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tion and, with the trade unions, are now the most 
active participants in the European Institutions. Educa- 
tional programmes organised by the trade unions, for 
instance, are now dominated by the European dimen- 
sion. 


CHRONOLOGY 


1937 A plebiscite on the constitution 
provided for the introduction of 
referenda for amendments to the 
constitution. 


1954 The Irish Council of the European 
Movement was founded. 


1959 Referendum held to abolish pro- 
portional representation. Rejected. 


1968 Referendum held to try to change 
the number of electors for each 
Member of Parliament. Rejected. 


1971 early The Common Market Defence 
Campaign was launched by a stu- 
dy group of University lecturers 
and economists. 


1971 Government submitted a White 
Paper on the results of ECC nego- 
tiations to Parliament. 


1971 


1971 


1972 


1972 


1972 


1972 


1972 


Autumn 


Autumn 


January 


January 


From January 
to March 


April 17 


May 10 


The Labour Party Congress voted 
against full membership. 


Pro-Market Labour Party support- 
ers organized a European Social- 
ist Seminar addressed by Conti- 
nental Social Democratic Leaders. 


Signature of the Treaty of Acces- 
sion. The Government introduced 
a Bill into Parliament in February, 
providing for a referendum to 
amend the constitution. 


Individual unions held delegates 
conferences and then convened a 
special delegate Congress of the 
Irish TUC. This passed a resolu- 
tion against membership over- 
whelmingly. 


Fianna Fail organised one day 
seminars in every one of the 44 
Parliamentary Constituencies. 


Official campaign started and 
lasted for three weeks. 


Vote approves membership by 
838% to 17%. 


Chapter IV 
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THE NORWEGIAN DECISION AGAINST ENTRY INTO THE EUROPEAN 


ECONOMIC COMMUNITY: 


THE REFERENDUM OF SEPTEMBER 24, 1972 


Legal Framework 


Referenda are not part of the Norwegian constitu- 
tional process. Prior to 1972, there have only been four 
previous occasions on which referenda have been held 
in Norwegian history. Two were held in 1905, on the 
dissolution of union with Sweden, and on whether Nor- 
way should become a monarchy or a republic. In 1919 
a referendum introduced prohibition, and in 1926 pro- 
hibition was abolished. 


When Norway considered joining the Common Mar- 
ket, alongside Britain in 1962, it was generally accepted 
that the issue would be submitted to a referendum. A 
White Paper published in 1967, recommended that if 
Parliament approved Norwegian entry to the Commu- 
nity as a result of this second effort to join, the Govern- 
ment would agree to hold a referendum. Finally in 1970, 
there was a general understanding that, following ne- 
gotiations for entry, a referendum on the issue would 
be held. This view was reinforced by the existence of 
divisions on this issue within political parties. The ref- 
erendum was to be consultative, requiring a subsequent 
three-quarter majority in Parliament for final approval. 
Prior to the referendum, about two-thirds of Parliament 
favoured entry, but it was expected that had the refer- 
endum approved entry, the necessary Parliamentary 
majority would have been obtained. The view is also 
held that, had a referendum not been promised and 
held, the Government would have ultimately obtained 
the requisite three-quarter majority. 


Political Parties 


The 1972 Parliament of 150 members consisted of 
five political parties which, before the referendum were 
divided on the European issue as follows: of 74 Labour 
Party members, 65 were in favour, 9 against. All 29 
members of the Conservative Party favoured entry. 
The Liberal Party was split with 7 members for, 6 
against. The Christian Peoples Party, representing the 
low church and non-conformists, was split 7 for, 7 
against. The Centre Party of 21 MPs, representing 
farmers, was solidly against. 


Timetable of the Official Campaign 


The Norwegian negotiations were completed on 14th 
January 1972 and the treaty was signed on the 23rd 
January 1972, in Brussels. A comprehensive White 
Paper, outlining not merely the negotiated terms, but 
every conceivable consequence of entry, was pre- 
sented to Parliament on the 6th March 1972. Apart from 
the main issues, it covered amongst others, the con- 
sequences for the wine market in Norway, for social 
services, including even policy on kindergartens. The 
aim was to illustrate what would undergo changes, as 
well as areas of social concern which would remain 
unaffected by entry. 


Following the publication of the White Paper, com- 
prehensive consultation on its contents took place 
within the political parties and the trade unions. The 
discussions within the Labour Party for instance, 
started in local parties at grass roots level, moved up 
to county and regional levels, and were concluded at 
a national Labour Party conference in May 1972, which 
approved entry by a large majority. The trade unions 
carried out a similar procedure, culminating in a spe- 
cial congress at the beginning of June 1972, approving 
entry overwhelmingly. Similar procedures were fol- 
lowed by the other political parties, each of which took 
a policy stand on the issue, with the exception of the 
Liberals and the Christian Peoples Party, who agreed 
to differ and remained divided. 


In June 1972, Parliament debated the issue for three 
days, without taking a vote on it. At the same time it 
adopted the law for a consultative referendum. A 
simple majority of those voting would decide the issue, 
and it was understood that, although the referendum 
was consultative, the result would become binding 
upon Parliament. 


The actual campaign on behalf of the Government 
did not get into its stride until after the summer holi- 
days in mid August, that is some five weeks before the 
referendum date of 25th September. The first two weeks 
of the campaign were overshadowed by a nationwide 
pre-occupation with the Munich Olympic Games. In 
consequence the intensive pro-Market campaign lasted 
only about three weeks. 
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Public Finance 


Special funds were allocated by Parliament for the 
conduct of the Campaign. About 5 million kroner were 
given to the political parties in proportion to their Par- 
liamentary strengths. In addition about 1% million 
kroner each were paid over to the pro and anti-Market 
organisations, and it is estimated that the Government 
itself spent some two to three million kroner on its 
own information campaign. Thus some 10 million 
kroner of public funds were allocated for the cam- 
paign in a country with a population of just under 4 
million. The equivalent expenditure in Britain, allowing 
for the size of our population, would have involved 
almost £10 million of public funds. In allocating funds 
to the political parties and the pro and anti organisa- 
tions no specific conditions were laid down for the use 
of the money. Thus funds could be used for propa- 
ganda, determined by the parties and the organisations 
who received them. 


Government Publicity 


Negotiations for entry started in 1970. From May 
1971, the Government Press Department started issuing 
comprehensive booklets on Community policies cover- 
ing such topics as agriculture, fisheries, social and 
industrial policies, etc. In all some fourteen booklets 
were published over the course of the year, which were 
supplied free of charge against application forms pub- 
lished in the press. In addition, a large number of brief 
pamphlets, summarising the issues, were similarly 
available on application. No general, unsolicited distri- 
bution of literature was undertaken, except for a letter 
from the Prime Minister addressed to all electors and 
distributed in September 1972, just prior to the refer- 
endum. 


A widely used Government publication of special 
use to speakers, was produced in March 1972. This 
gave one hundred answers to questions which were 
compiled to deal with every subject with relevance to 
the European issue. In addition the Government laid on 
a special telephone information service, with experts 
answering all questions put to them. 


Pro-Market Organisation 


Apart from a small European Movement with an indi- 
vidual membership support mainly in Oslo, no overall 
pro-Market organisation existed until May 1972. The 
European Movement approached the Labour Party and 
TUC as early as the spring of 1971, recommending the 
setting of an all-party pro-Market organisation. Internal 
Labour opposition against coalescing with party poli- 
tical opponents, prevented any action. One of the argu- 
ments put was that such a coalition would legitimise a 
similar cross party coalition on the part of the antis, 
and that until the Labour Party and the trade unions 
determined their official policies on entry, after nego- 
tiations, no overt co-operation with other parties on the 
pro-Market side would be acceptable. 


Finally an all-party pro-Market organisation named 
“Yes to EEC” was founded in February 1972, without 
Labour and TUC support. Only in May 1972 did the 
Labour Party and trade unions give tacit approval to 
all-party co-operation, but this actually never took 
effect. 


The pro-Market Campaign Organisation suffered 
from internal suspicions and dissensions, and an inef- 
ficient and bureaucratic administration. There was little 
central strategy, with agreement on tactics based on 
the lowest common denominator of consent. Thus Con- 
servatives were urged to keep a low profile, not to 
embarrass those on the left, and stress was laid on a 
reasoned and “responsible” campaign. There was 
practically no regional and local organisation, although 
efforts were made during the last few weeks of the 
campaign to rectify this gap. The pro-Marketeers’ finan- 
cial resources, at no stage reached the level of the 
antis, except perhaps during the last few weeks of the 
campaign, following an urgent appeal for funds from 
industry. The campaign was sustained by trained 
speakers supplied to meetings organised throughout 
the country. They included sixty speakers supplied by 
the trade unions alone. Letter writing was organised 
both to the national and local press. 


Anti-Market Organisation 


Already in 1961-2, left-wing socialists and com- 
munists joined hands with the powerful conservative 
farmers organisations to oppose Norwegian entry. The 
farmers organisations provided the funds, and the left 
adopted a low political profile in this alliance of poli- 
tical extremes. Farming and fisheries accounted for 
about 12% of the population. But the producer co- 
operatives were extremely powerful with influence well 
beyond their numerical strength. The co-operatives, the 
Farmers Union and the Farmers Economic Association 
monopolised wholesale distribution of foodstuffs and 
about 90% of retail milk distribution. They had there- 
fore, a powerful vested interest in retaining their system 
of organisation and distribution, which seemed threa- 
tened by the adoption of the EEC common agricultural 
policy and its market organisation. In addition the 
levels of producer prices in Norway were between 20 
and 30% higher than within the EEC, thus raising the 
prospect of the reduction of farmers’ incomes. 


The Left on the other hand had powerful support 
from shipyard workers and communist trade unionists. 
They, furthermore, successfully mobilised the so-called 
New Left intelligentsia and captured militant student 
support in the universities. 


In the spring of 1970, before negotiations actually 
started, the People’s Movement against Norwegian 
membership of the EEC was founded, and in August 
1970 its formation was made public. 


A highly professional organisation, masterminded in 
the universities, was set up, totally financed by the 
farmers’ organisations. In addition to a large secre- 
tariat, employees on the payroll of the farmers’ organi- 
sations were seconded on a full-time basis to work for 
the anti-Market campaign. Local committees were set 
up throughout the country, but there was the fullest 
co-ordination and central direction of the campaign. 
This was headed by a single individual Mr. Arne Hauge- 
stad, who masterminded the strategy and tactics. In 
spite of this centralisation, the local organisations 
worked intensively, and every local community 
appeared to have its own “Enoch Powell”. 
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The anti-Marketeers produced a widely distributed 
newspaper called “EEC News,” which was published 
irregularly at first, then monthly, and finally fortnightly 
during the final stages of the campaign. 


The print was massive, increasing in the final stages 
to 1,300,000 copies per issue, that is one copy for every 
three members of the population. Supporters distri- 
buted these throughout the country on a door-to-door 
basis, often using schoolchildren for the purpose. In 
addition a large number of four-page mimeograph 
pamphlets were produced and delivered widely. Anti- 
Market stands for literature and information were set 
up in every town throughout the country. 


At a very early stage the anti-Marketeers organised 
the letter-writing campaign which saturated the cor- 
respondence columns of the national and local press. 
In addition trained speakers were supplied for meet- 
ings. 


A special feature was the collection of signatures of 
participants at public meetings, organised by the anti- 
Marketeers, thus committing the audience to an anti- 
Market stand. Subsequently large advertisements ap- 
peared in the press especially in local newspapers, 
headed by the anti-Market slogan (the antis adopted 
the Norwegian national colours with a large NO as their 
symbol), and listed names of prominent supporters 
within the local communities declaring themselves 
against membership. The success of this tactic of mo- 
bilising local opinion leaders showed itself in the final 
poll, when some local communities voted 80 and 90% 
against membership. 


Visits to Brussels 


Delegations mostly of pro-Marketeers were sent to 
Brussels with the antis confining themselves to only 
one delegation visit. About 500 people were involved 
in these visits. 


Mass Media 


TV and radio, which is publicly owned, gave fair but 
neutral coverage to the issues. The political pro- 


24 


grammes, apart from debates between pros and antis, 
tended to favour the pros, because the journalists 
covering the negotiations gave factual information on 
the programmes. Other programmes of a cultural or 
popular nature were well infiltrated by the antis, and 
counter-balanced the favourable position adopted in 
the political programmes. 


Great care was taken by the antis in the conduct of 
the TV and radio debates, by analysing the arguments 
presented by their speakers, and briefing future de- 
baters carefully about their responses and their method 
of handling the issues. Supporters from both sides were 
organised to put questions to participants on the tele- 
vision and radio debates. The same organised ques- 
tioning dominated the Government’s telephone infor- 
mation services. 


The national newspapers acted largely as spokes- 
men for the political parties which they backed. Thus 
editorially most of the national press was favourable, 
except for the Liberal press which tended to be against 
as well as the farmers’ publications. The local news- 
papers were dominated by the organised letter-writing 
campaign of the pros and the antis. 


Issues of the Campaign 


The pro-Market campaign concentrated on an analy- 
sis of benefits and disadvantages, with a reasoned 
but complex approach on a massive range of issues, 
including agriculture, fisheries, social services, etc. 
Balance sheets were struck, showing the margin of 
advantage. The question of principle was largely lost in 
the debate, which was dominated by minutiae. The 
antis exploited this by putting forward the most far- 
reaching and absurd arguments, which were patiently 
disproved in response, only to be ignored by the antis, 
as new issues were raised by them. Thus the pro- 
Market campaign appeared constantly on the defensive, 
fighting on the ground prepared and dictated by the 
antis. 


The anti-Market attack was not merely confined to 
the larger issues of the threat to agriculture and fish- 
eries, but claimed the end of Norwegian regional policy 


and the end of its local government. The anti-Catholic 
sentiment played an important role, with virulent oppo- 
sition of the low church and non-conformist laity fight- 
ing on the “No Popery” ticket, and quoting the bible in 
support of their case. The more extreme claims in- 
cluded the threat of the flood of foreign workers who 
would rape the Norwegian women; the import of prosti- 
tutes and the setting up of brothels under the Com- 
munity’s rules of freedom of establishment, and even 
the abolition of bicycles in Oslo. 


The antis determined their strategy by concentrating 
on a few major issues of principle which, by dint of 
repetition, were hammered home. The _ underlying 
theme was that it does not matter what you know but 
how you feel about Norwegian membership of the Euro- 
pean Community. Norway’s fairly recent independence 
in 1905, followed 500 years of union with Denmark and 
Sweden. Thus the concept of European Union tended 
to militate against the tradition of Norwegian self deter- 
mination. Norway was seen to be on the periphery of 
the European continent. Therefore European integra- 
tion meant centralisation, with the consequent impo- 
verishment of Norway and the reduction of Norwegian 
autonomy. All current dissatisfactions within Norwe- 
gian society were used to add emphasis to the threat 
of centralisation, with decisions taken away from the 
Norwegian people over their way of life, and thus the 
possibility of correcting society’s injustices. Compari- 
sons between relative Norwegian prosperity and Con- 
tinental poverty were a powerful weapon, with ineffi- 
cient and poor farmers in France and Italy contrasted 
unfavourably with the prosperous Norwegian agri- 
culture. 


Although farmers and fishermen represent only 12% 
of the population, Norwegians have a romantic attach- 
ment to rural life, from which most of them came in 
living memory. The farmers tended to be populist 
against centralisation, and “‘little Norwegians”, favour- 
ing isolation as against integration. In spite of the 
favourable result of the negotiations for the farming 
community, the claims that farmers would suffer the 
loss of a third of their income was continued, and 
people were warned against the risk that, whatever may 


have been negotiated, the Community would ultimately 
reverse the favourable terms then obtained. 


A major shock was administered by the Community, 
in adopting a common fisheries policy in 1970. Norwe- 
gian fishermen who, unlike the British and Continental 
fishing industries, depended mostly on coastal fishing, 
saw the policy as a threat to their livelihood, with the 
British and Continentals swamping Norwegian coastal 
areas with their large trawlers. Northern Norway with 
half a million population, almost entirely dependent on 
fishing, came out solidly against entry. Their opposition 
was led by the former minister of fisheries who, after 
a brief spell in the Norwegian negotiating team, re- 
signed from the Government. 


The Left antis played down their colours. No red 
flags were used, only the Norwegian symbols. They 
became the foremost nationalists in defence of Norwe- 
gian independence and its way of life. Because of Nor- 
way’s attachment to NATO and western defence, no 
attack was launched against the Community on defence 
grounds. They based their position on the fact that 
European integration had nothing to do with defence. 


As the campaign developed, aititudes polarised and 
split families. If the topic of conversation was Europe, 
the arguments were fierce. It thus became accepted, 
that the Market issue was taboo, if pleasant social inter- 
course was to be maintained. 


Voting took place on two days, that is the 24th and 
25th September 1972. The Norwegian electoral system 
is one of proportional representation based on party 
lists, in multi-member county constituencies. Thus no 
specific smaller constituency or ward organisation 
existed. While transport was made available to bring 
electors to the polls, no system of knocking up support 
on the day, traditional in Britain, was practised. The 
result was 53% against membership, 47% for, on a 
78% poll. This, to the surprise of everybody, was some 
4% below the normal turnout at general elections. 


Anti-Marketeers were surprised at their victory, as 
they had already started planning to continue their 
battle, had they lost. The pro-Marketeers were similarly 
dismayed, having believed that the public would follow 
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the advice of the establishment and leading opinion 
formers of the main political parties and the trade 
unions. 


The result had a profound impact on the political 
system, giving new prominence to extra parliamentary 
pressure groups. It diminished the authority and free- 
dom of party political leaders and, ever since the ref- 
erendum, it imported into the political parties a lack of 
decisiveness through fear of public reaction. There is, 
furthermore, a much greater sense of alienation be- 
tween the political parties and the public today. 


Conclusions 


The antis started intensive campaigning eighteen 
months before the pros, that is in August 1970 as 
against March 1972. The Labour Government and the 
trade unions did not enter the fray until late in August, 
a mere five weeks before the referendum. The antis 
legitimised their position in the public eye, because 
of the length and intensity of their campaign, which the 
political parties found difficult to counter by indicating 
their position much too late. 


The pro-Marketeers depended on a plethora of or- 
ganisations with differing policies and mutual suspi- 
cions. They had two thousand arguments instead of 
concentrating on a few salient issues. These were con- 
fined to economics, and ignored and played down 
political implications. They found themselves con- 
stantly on the defensive, denying loss of sovereignty, 
relying on the veto power, instead of taking the bull by 
the horns, and developing a coherent political case for 
integration. 


The pro-Marketeers concentrated on the terms of 
entry, and lost sight of the arguments of principle. 
Finally the pro-Market campaign lacked enthusiasm, 
relied on the “silent majority’ who, they hoped, would 
follow the advice of the establishment. 


The unconditional grant of Government funds to the 
pro and anti organisations meant that public funds 
were used to spread misconceptions and outright 
falsehoods. The failure of the Government to agree the 
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timing of the referendum with the Danes, also played 
some importance. Had Denmark voted first, the Norwe- 
gian result might well have been different. Contrary to 
the final vote, the Norwegian media predicted a very 
close result in Denmark. On the other hand, some feel 
that Norwegian rejection of membership, reinforced the 
subsequent strong pro-Market vote in Denmark. 


The fundamental difficulty, as in Britain, lay with the 
attitude that Norway was being asked to join Europe, 
whereas the people did not really consider themselves 
part of our continent. The island mentality of the British 
is as strong in Norway which, unlike Denmark, is separ- 
ated by water from the mainland of Europe. 


CHRONOLOGY 


1905 Referendum held on the dissolution 
of union with Sweden. 


1905 Referendum held on whether Norway 
should become a monarchy or a re- 
public. 

1919 Referendum introduced prohibition. 

1926 Referendum abolished prohibition. 

1967 White Paper published, recommend- 


ing that if Parliament approved Nor- 
wegian entry to the Community, the 
Government would agree to hold a 
referendum. 


People’s Movement against Norwe- 
gian membership of the EEC was 
founded. 


1970 Spring 


1971 


1972 


ot 


1972 


1972 


1972 


1972 


1972 


1972 


1972 


12 


May 


January 14 


January 23 


March 


March 6 


June 


June 


August 


September 


September 
24 and 25 


Government Press Department start- 
ed issuing comprehensive booklets 
on Community policies. 


Norwegian negotiations were com- 
pleted. 


Treaty was signed in Brussels. 


Government publication of special 
use to speakers. 


White Paper outlining every conceiv- 
able consequence of entry was pres- 
ented to Parliament. 


National Labour Party conference 
which approved entry by a large ma- 
jority. 


Special congress of trade unions ap- 
proving entry overwhelmingly. 


Parliament debated the issue for 
three days without taking a vote on 
it. At the same time it adopted the 
law for a consultative referendum. 


Actual campaign on behalf of the 
government started. 


Letter from the Prime Minister ad- 
dressed to all electors. 


Vote rejects membership by 53% to 
47%. 


Chapter V 
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DENMARK’S ENTRY INTO THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY: 


THE REFERENDUM OF OCTOBER 2, 1972 


Background to the Danish Referendum 


Under Article 42 of the Danish Constitution, Bills 
passed by the Folketing (Parliament) may be put to a 
referendum at the request of one-third of its members. 
Certain Bills are exempt; for example, those dealing 
with financial matters or taxation, as well as those 
introduced for the purposes of discharging treaty obli- 
gations already in existence. In addition, under Article 
20 of the Constitution, legislation involving the sur- 
render of powers vested in the authority of the Realm 
to an international body (such as the European Eco- 
nomic Community) must be submitted to a referendum, 
unless such legislation holds the support of 5/6ths of 
the members of the Folketing. Constitutional amend- 
ments are also subject to referendum under Article 88, 
and seven such referenda have been held since 1953. 


Until 1971, the Danish government’s party establish- 
ment favoured Denmark’s entering the Common Mar- 
ket. On November 11th, 1970, during a debate in the 
Folketing on the European Community, the former 
Social Democratic Minister for Economic Affairs tabled 
a motion calling for the government to resume negotia- 
tions with regard to Danish membership, and this mo- 
tion was adopted by a vote of 119 to 13. The aggregate 
vote of the four major parties (the Social Democrats, 
Venstre, Radicals and Conservatives) was, at this time, 
sufficient to hold a 5/6ths majority in the Parliament, 
allowing for constitutional amendment without a refer- 
endum. 


Within the ranks of the largest party, however, the 
Social Democrats, there existed a majority of opposi- 
tion, which was joined by that of the Liberal Radical- 
Left. By the election of 1971, party control had weak- 
ened, and a pronounced swing to the left benefited the 
Socialist Party and widened the platform for anti-mem- 
bership sentiment. In his May-day speech of 1971, Per 
Hakkerup, the political spokesman for the Social 
Democrats, suggested holding a referendum. The fol- 
lowing day, at Hakkerup’s suggestion, the Social 
Democratic Party board and the Folketing group 
adopted a resolution advocating a definitive referen- 
dum, even though the Folketing was still able to muster 
a 5/6ths majority. 


Commitment to the Referendum 


After a ministerial meeting on May 4th, the Radical 
Prime Minister, Hilmar Baungaard, declared that the 
government had agreed to hold a referendum, the re- 
sult of which would represent the final and binding 
decision on Danish entry into the Common Market. 
Max Sorenson, the government’s constitutional advisor, 
stated that such a referendum would not be at variance 
with the Danish Constitution, provided special legisla- 
tion were introduced. 


On the 18th of May, 1971, a motion was submitted by 
the Venstre, Radical, Conservative and Social Demo- 
cratic parties, and was adopted by a vote of 132 to 12. 
It read: 


The Folketing confirms the Market resolution of 
November 11, 1970, and calls on the government to 
cause the question of Denmark’s adherence to the 
European Committees to be submitted, after its pas- 
sage by the House, to a final referendum based on 
the regulations laid down in Section 42 of the Consti- 
tution. 


At a meeting between Knud Hertling, the Minister for 
Greenland, and members of the Executive Committee 
of the Greenland National Council in Copenhagen in 
November of 1971, it was agreed that Greenland would 
join the European Economic Community simultane- 
ously with Denmark, provided that consideration was 
given to development in Greenland. 


Special Legislation 


On March 15th, 1972, lvan Norgaard, the Minister of 
Market Affairs, laid before the Folketing a one-page 
Bill (accompanied by nearly 2,000 pages of annotations 
and enclosures) relating to Denmark’s accession to the 
Common Market treaty. At the same time, Ngrgaard 
submitted a Bill pertaining to the referendum; it re- 
ceived first reading on April 28th. 


From September 4th to 8th the Folketing held an 
extraordinary session to deal with the two Bills respect- 
ing Danish membership in the EEC. The Bill, which 
called for adherence to the European Economic Com- 
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munity, was given third reading on September 7th, and 
was adopted by a vote of 141 to 34, with two absten- 
tions and two absent. The Bill for a referendum to be 
held on October 2nd was passed unanimously. Though 
the government had decided early in April that the 
referendum would take place in October, the announce- 
ment of the date was not made until September. The 
government had passed Act 407, an “‘Act Relating to a 
Referendum on a Bill Governing Accession to the Euro- 
pean Communities” which came into effect on Sep- 
tember 13th. It specified that the referendum should 
take place according to the regulations laid out in the 
Danish Election Act of 1953, chapter VII, which speci- 
fied, among other things, that 


At the instance of the Prime Minister the bill or law 
will be notified in the State Gazette and an announ- 
cement made of the day when the referendum is to 
be held. Polling takes place at earliest 12, and at 
latest, 18 weekdays after the announcement. 


Government Activities 


The government and the Folketing undertook a mas- 
sive educational campaign. The Folketing released a 
sixteen-page broadsheet which was distributed to every 
household in May of 1971. It contained articles both for 
and against Danish membership, as well as Official 
statements by the nine major political parties. The gov- 
ernment also issued twelve booklets on the institutions 
of the Common Market and its policies, together with 
a compendium of 136 questions which had been raised 
by the public and answered by a panel of government 
experts. This was supplemented in September by a 
publication of the Secretariat for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs containing answers to thirty-three questions re- 
garding the Common Market by the Federation of Trade 
Unions. Earlier, in July, the government had published 
a White Paper entitled, “Denmark and the European 
Communities’, also prepared by the Secretariat. Unlike 
the British White Paper, however, the Danish produc- 
tion merely reviewed the results of Denmark’s market 
renegotiations and offered no commentary. Govern- 
ment funds, managed by the Ministry of Education, 
were made available to parties and organizations in- 


volved in the information campaign. The total amount 
of public monies spent was approximately $2,700,000 
for a population of five million. 


Furthermore, a list of speakers was published with 
descriptions of their qualifications and whether they 
were in favour of membership, against, or objectively 
neutral on the issue. 


General Information Campaign 


A special unit was set up under the direction of Mr. 
K. Helveg Peterson, M.P., with financial resources 
allocated by Parliament to make grants to all organisa- 
tions involved in the educational campaign. 


The principal task of the unit was to invite the co- 
operation of the political parties, establishments for 
adult education, cultural institutions, trade unions, 
public service organisations, etc. They were asked to 
organise meetings and seminars open to the public. 
Meetings could include speakers for and against, as 
well as lecturers giving purely factual information. Any 
Organisation could apply for funds for these activities 
without any discrimination as to their stand on the 
issue, and included the European Movement, The 
People’s Movement Against Membership, and others. 


Grants were given on a strictly defined formula and 
payment was made against properly certified vouchers. 
Scales were laid down for lecturers fees, hire of halls, 
speakers travelling expenses, subsistence and travel- 
ling expenses for participants and costs of administra- 
tion. No general grants were given to organisations for 
their other activities, such as publications, advertising 
Or propaganda. The demand vastly exceeded the funds 
allocated. 


Some 500,000 people were involved in this educa- 
tional campaign, or 10% of the Danish population. 


Study Visits to Brussels 


A special programme of two-day visits to Brussels 
was organised by the Unit, in co-operation with the 
Principal organisations involved in the campaign. Par- 


ticipants consisted of opinion leaders, lecturers, jour- 
nalists and others carefully selected to give full repre- 
sentative coverage for age, occupations and regions of 
the country. About 1,000 people were involved, who 
were briefed in Brussels by members of the Danish mis- 
sion to the Community and European Commission offi- 
Cials. 


The Wording of the Question 


The Danish electorate was asked to approve the draft 
law enabling Denmark to become a member of the 
European Community by voting JA (yes) or NEJ (no). 
There was no question per se; the ballot consisted 
purely of the words “Ja” and “Nej’’, with a space left 
for the voter to mark his choice. Attached to the ballot 
was a form giving directions to the voter, which read, 
“Voting concerns the bill relating to Denmark’s acces- 
sion to the European Communities adopted by the Folk- 
eting: He who votes FOR the bill puts an X at YES, he 
who votes AGAINST the bill puts an X at NO.” 


By the Danish Constitution, a draft law put to referen- 
dum is deemed to have been rejected if a majority of 
the electorate voting vote against it, and if the negative 
votes comprise at least thirty per cent of those entitled 
to vote. As in elections, referenda results are declared 
for each individual polling station, of which there are 
several in each constituency, and facilities exist for 
postal and absentee voting. 


Pro-Market Campaign 


There was no special co-ordination of the pro-Market 
campaign. This was left largely to the political parties 
and those sectors and organisations favouring mem- 
bership of the Community. These included commerce 
and industry, farmers, fishermen, the major trade 
unions and their leaders, the main Liberal and Conser- 
vative parties, the leadership and about half the Social 
Democratic party and about half the Radical party. The 
Danish Movement for joining the Common Market was 
formed in the Summer of 1971 consisting of a small 
national committee of some 12 individuals headed by 2 
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ex-Ministers: one Social Democrat, one Liberal and in- 
cluded non-political personalities representative of the 
whole spectrum of society. They were helped by a num- 
ber of similar groups in the provinces supported by 
individuals campaigning at grass root level. The Euro- 
pean Movement in Denmark, which is directed by a 
Council representing the principal political parties and 
representatives of industry and trade unions, concen- 
trated its work on organising study seminars, produc- 
tion of charts and literature. In the Spring of 1972 it 
organised fund raising, collecting some 5 million Kroner 
or about $710,000 most of which was spent on adverti- 
sements, posters, stickers and leaflets. About $138,000 
was passed on to the Movement for Joining the Com- 
mon Market and its branches. Most of the funds were 
raised from industry, the rest from individuals. In addi- 
tion considerable literature was produced by industry, 
trade unions and trade associations, large companies, 
the political parties who all supplied their own funds 
to pursue their respective campaigns. 


Anti-Market Campaign 


The People’s Movement Against Membership started 
organising in the Summer of 1970, as soon as negotia- 
tion for Danish membership was started, or about one 
year before the pro-market forces started planning their 
campaign. The anti-Market campaign included political 
parties such as the Communists, the People’s Social- 
ists, the Georgian Party (against all taxation except 
site value rating), half the Radical and Social Demo- 
cratic parties. In addition the anti-Market campaign 
had the support of most youth organisations, stu- 
dents, teachers, social workers, professional organisa- 
tions, women’s organisations, environmentalists, artists, 
actors, authors, academics, etc. Indeed it was regarded 
as fashionable and “IN” to be anti-market. The anti- 
Marketeers were the idealists and often quite fanatical 
in their convictions. 


The Movement organised grass root branches 
throughout the country and was both active and vocal 
throughout the campaign. It organised mass rallies in- 
cluding one said to number 80,000 people in Copen- 
hagen during the Summer of 1972. 
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It is estimated that funds, raised by the anti-Market 
campaign, nearly equalled those raised by the pro-Mar- 
keteers, and came mostly from individuals including a 
number of wealthy industrialists. The money was spent 
on the organisation of meetings, rallies, simple leaflets 
and advertisements. No serious pamphlets or substan- 
tive literature was produced. Most of their arguments 
were by way of slogans or simple messages. 


The Conduct of the Campaign 


In Denmark radio and television are state-owned and 
carry no paid advertising. However, free time was made 
available equally to political parties and television car- 
ried the Parliamentary debate on entry into the Com- 
mon Market. In the press there was a regular bombard- 
ment of full-page ads which threatened drastic con- 
sequences if Denmark voted NO. Pictures of industrial 
construction sites where projects would be abandoned 
if membership was voted down were accompanied by 
statements by employers who threatened to move their 
operations to Common Market countries. Claims were 
made that wage levels and social security benefits 
would be jeopardized by the economic stagnation 
which would result from an adverse vote. In opposi- 
tion to this campaign, a few days before the referen- 
dum, Denmark’s largest circulation daily ran headlines 
to the effect that German financial and real estate firms 
stood ready to ‘buy up’ Denmark once the rights to 
purchase Danish land were obtained through Danish 
entry in the EEC. Dramatically strengthening the pro- 
market arguments, however, was the declaration of the 
government that it would sharply devalue the Krone 
if entry was voted down, and during the week of the 
referendum foreign exchange markets closed. It was a 
smooth and apparently effective campaign by the gov- 
ernment and its supporters. 


In contrast with the situation in Norway, a rejection 
of the opportunity to join the EEC would have earned 
the hostility of farmers, who numbered some ten per 
cent of the work force and who, confident of their 
ability to compete in a larger market, expected eco- 
nomic benefits from membership. Similarly, Danish 
fishermen, being deep-sea as opposed to coastal fisher- 
men, believed entry into the European Community 


would guarantee them a market. Both groups sup- 
ported entry. 


It was generally recognized that the economy as a 
whole would be adversely affected if membership was 
not achieved, a fact the industrialists, for example, 
fully acknowledged. Indeed, all major occupational as- 
sociations in Denmark supported entry into the EEC. 
Opposition came from some trade unions, though, as in 
Norway, a special congress was held to establish a 
union position and resulted in a moderate endorsement 
of membership by an executive vote of 63 per cent. 


Opponents of entry used arguments combining fears 
of uncontrollable economic growth with ideological 
hostility. Trade unions would be weakened by mem- 
bership in an organization where such unions lacked 
strength, and national labour markets would be dis- 
rupted by membership. The EEC, they argued, was 
undemocratic and not interested in the problems of the 
common people. Working conditions would be wors- 
ened by mass takeovers of national enterprises while 
the country would place its economic future increas- 
ingly in the hands of big member states. Like Norway’s 
opposition, opponents of the EEC in Denmark were 
for the most part academics, editorialists, left-socialist 
politicians and trade union leaders. These groups or- 
ganized on the basis of shared attitudes and expressed 
their fears through promotional pressure groups. Unlike 
similar groups in Norway, however, these ad hoc orga- 
nisations elicited little support from the Danish elec- 
torate. The referendum of October, 1972 favoured mem- 
bership by a vote of almost two to one. 


The most significant degree of acceptance for the 
image of the EEC as a capitalist enterprise seems to 
have been found among the working class and the 
young. Pre-referendum opinion polls indicated much 
lower support for entry among blue collar workers than 
among office workers and salaried employees, and 
another Danish survey revealed that the younger the 
voter, the less likely to support entry. The total poll in 
the EEC referendum was 90 per cent; 63.3% in favour 
of membership, 36.7% against. 


Denmark’s choice appears not to have been affected 
by Norway’s NO vote. In the referendum the undecided 


(if they voted at all) seem to have followed the govern- 
ment’s advice. The post-referendum results were sim- 
ilar to those in Norway, however. In both countries the 
established party system was smashed in the election 
of 1972 held shortly after the referendum. In Denmark, 
five new parties entered the assembly to join five estab- 
lished parties, while the most dominant of the older 
parties, such as the Social Democrats, suffered extreme 
losses. The impasse was not broken by yet a further 
election in 1975. Older parties regained some ground, 
but the maverick Progress Party survived, a symbol of 
continued flux. 


CHRONOLOGY 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs pub- 
lishes 472-page report, Denmark 
and the European Economic 
Community. 


1962 February 15 


President de Gaulle informs Dan- 
ish Prime Minister that Denmark 
can choose between full mem- 
bership or association regardless 
of what happens with Great Brit- 
ain. 


1963 January 26 


1964 November 12 The Folketing (Parliament) 
debates Danish market policy. 


Social Democratic motion is 
adopted, to the effect that the 
“Folketing authorizes the Govern- 
ment to resume negotiations with 
the EEC.”’ Passed by 150 votes to 
20. Denmark submits its applica- 
tion for membership within min- 
utes of this vote. 


1967 May 11 


Denmark receives official invita- 
tion from the Common Market to 
negotiate its admission. 


1970 June 10 


Denmark, Great Britain, Ireland 
and Norway commence negotia- 
tions in Luxembourg towards full 


June 30 


UeYAi 


197A 


1972 


November 11 


May 2 


May 18 


July 19 


September 10 


November 18 


April 22 


April 26 


September 4-8 


September 7 


September 25 
October 2 
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membership in the Common Mar- 
ket. 


Market debate in the Folketing. 


Market Resolution adopted rec- 
ommending a definitive referen- 
dum. 


Resolution 
Folketing. 


confirmed by _ the 


White Paper, “Denmark and the 
European Communities’, dated 
July 16th, released. 


Secretariat of the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs publishes answers to 
a list of 33 questions posed by 
the Federation of Trade Unions. 


Greenland agrees to join the EEC 
simultaneously with Denmark. 


Minister for Foreign, Economic 
and Market Affairs announces 
Danish government will adhere to 
the EEC regardless of the out- 
come of the Norwegian referen- 
dum on entry. 


Referendum Bill introduced along 
with Bill to recognize the EEC 
Treaty of Accession. Both receive 
first reading. 


Extraordinary Folketing session 
to deal inter alia with two Bills. 


Bill relating to adherence to the 
Common Market given third read- 
ing; adopted. Bill for referendum 
to be held on October 2nd is 
adopted unanimously. 


Norway rejects membership. 


Denmark votes in favour of mem- 
bership. 
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Chapter VI 


THE BRITISH DECISION ON CONTINUED MEMBERSHIP 
IN THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY: 


THE REFERENDUM OF JUNE 5, 1975 


Customs and Precedents' 


The referendum was not an entirely new idea in 
British politics despite the arguments of its opponents. 
The concept of the ‘People’s Veto” was first discussed 
in the 1890s, when it was referred to by a leading con- 
stitutional authority, who declared, “The nation is sov- 
ereign and may well decree that the constitution shall 
not be changed without the direct sanction of the 
nation.”’ In 1911, a Bill was presented to the House of 
Lords to enable the electorate to be polled directly in 
the event either of the rejection by the Lords of a 
measure passed in the Commons, or of a pertition by 
200 members of the Commons for a poll on a measure 
approved by both Houses. This was followed by a 
clause to amend the Parliament Bill, so that constitu- 
tional changes could not come into effect unless ap- 
proved by a referendum. These measures were never 
adopted. 


Winston Churchill was particularly delighted with the 
idea of a referendum, and suggested the use of one in 
1945 to determine whether the people favoured an ex- 
tension of the wartime coalition until such time as 
Japan surrendered. Clement Attlee rejected the notion 
as ‘‘too alien to all our traditions’, though it could be 
established by reference to local referenda held in 
Wales and Northern Ireland that six of the previous nine 
Conservative prime ministers had favoured or voted for 
a referendum being held on one issue or another. 


On December 10th, 1969, Bruce Campbell, the Mem- 
ber of Parliament for Oldham-West, moved that electors 
should have the right by referendum to decide whether 
Britain should enter the European Community. The old 
model of parliamentary democracy no longer seemed 
sufficient in an issue that cut through partisan boun- 
daries. As Campbell argued: 


The three major political parties have declared 
themselves to be in favour of this country joining 
the Common Market. It therefore follows that this 
question will never be an election issue, and the 
people will have absolutely no chance of ever being 


This chapter has drawn extensively on David Butler and Uwe 
Kitzinger, The 1975 British Referendum (London: 1975). 


able to express their views on it through the ballot 
box at a General Election. 


There was some discussion of the device during the 
election of 1970. All three party leaders rejected the 
idea, though it was canvassed again after the election. 
To the Labour Party leadership, whose followers were 
considerably divided on the Common Market issue, a 
referendum might have provided a useful way out of 
some of its difficulties. Yet when the idea was put to 
the National Executive at the end of 1970, a seconder 
could not be found for the motion. The Special Party 
Conference of July, 1971 called for an election, not a 
referendum. In the meantime, unofficial opinion polls 
revealed that a referendum would probably produce a 
two-to-one majority against entry into the Common 
Market. 


Background to the Referendum 


The Labour Party’s policy, as it developed in late 
1971 and early 1972, rejected the idea of a referendum 
on the principle of membership in the EEC; it put its 
emphasis instead on renegotiation of the terms for 
Britain’s entry. While the Labour Party leadership 
favoured an election on the terms of membership, fol- 
lowed by renegotiation once a Labour government was 
back in power the left wing of the party and the anti- 
marketeers opposed this approach, for they feared it 
would afford the future Prime Minister maximum room 
for manoeuverability. 


The change to a policy favouring first renegotiation, 
and then a referendum was occasioned by an amend- 
ment put forward during the passage of the European 
Communities Bill, which would have provided that a 
referendum be held before entry could take effect. On 
March 18th, 1972, Tony Benn again proposed a refer- 
endum, and was voted down by the Shadow Cabinet. 
The National Executive, unable to agree on its ap- 
proach to the question, reversed itself, however, and 
accepted the idea of a referendum. The Executive be- 
lieved that such a stand would permit the party to 
appeal to those totally opposed to entry, as well as to 
those merely dissatisfied with existing terms of mem- 
bership. 


Then on March 22nd, the Shadow Cabinet, in its turn, 
reversed the position it had asserted earlier in the week 
and came out in favour of a referendum. Three pro- 
market members, Roy Jenkins, George Thomson and 
Harold Lever, resigned in protest. Jenkins warned that 
opposition to the terms of membership appeared to 
have covered general opposition to the principle of the 
Community itself, and worried that a referendum might 
prove a dangerous precedent. 


By this means we would have forged a more power- 
ful continuing weapon against progressive legisla- 
tion than anything we have known in this country 
since the curbing of the absolute powers of the 
old House of Lords. 


This policy was favoured by the Labour Party during 
1973 and 1974. It was an issue in the election of 
February, 1974, when both the Liberals and the Con- 
servatives upheld membership, while Labour argued 
for renegotiation. In the event, on March 4th Harold 
Wilson replaced Heath as Prime Minister and became 
head of a minority Labour government. Thus for the 
first time the Community faced a government in one of 
its member states that seriously questioned whether it 
should be a member at all. In April, Britain asked for 
renegotiation of the terms of its membership. 


The Announcement of the Referendum 


In October, 1974, Patrick Nairne, the Second Per- 
manent Secretary in the Cabinet Office, was asked to 
consider the “practical implications” of a referendum 
on British membership in the Common Market. There 
were no British precedents to work from, but Nairne, 
working with colleagues from other departments, was 
able to produce a long report which was complete 
enough to provide the basis for Prime Minister Wilson’s 
initial statement to Parliament, the White Paper of 
February 26th and the Referendum Bill itself. 


On January 23rd, 1975, Wilson announced in the 
Commons that, once the outcome of the renegotiations 
for British membership in the Community were known, 
a referendum would be held to allow the British public 
to express its opinion as to whether the United King- 
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dom should continue its membership, or withdraw. 
Provided the results of renegotiation were known in 
time, the government intended to hold the referendum 
no later than the end of June. The Government would 
decide what its own recommendation would be and 
would announce this in Parliament where an oppor- 
tunity would be provided for debate. The Cabinet had 
also decided that, due to the strong opinions long 
held on the issue and the unique circumstances of the 
referendum, members of the government who did not 
feel able to support the Government’s recommendation 
would be free to speak in favour of a different policy 
during the campaign. 


Arrangements for the referendum would require 
special legislation by Parliament, and the Government 
announced it would publish a White Paper on the tech- 
nical methods of taking a vote. This would set out pro- 
posals On various matters such as the form of the 
question to be put to the people, arrangements for 
conducting the poll, the counting of votes and the 
announcement of results, the information policy of the 
Government during the referendum campaign, broad- 
casting arrangements and the question of expenditures 
by campaigning groups. The Government would also 
provide parliamentary time for debate on the White 
Paper before the Easter Recess so that, in drafting the 
final legislation, the Government would take full account 
of the views of Parliament and the public in general. 
Legislation would have to be completed by the end of 
May for a referendum to be held in late June; the Gov- 
ernment therefore proposed that a Bill be introduced 
around Easter. 


Special Legislation 


On January 27th, 1975, a special Referendum Unit 
was set up in the Cabinet Office, under Nairne’s super- 
vision. Early in February this Unit consulted extensively 
with umbrella organisations that covered interested 
groups and with political parties; essentially, however, 
the Unit prepared the White Paper using such guidance 
as its officials could obtain from the Cabinet as a 
whole. Its problems lay in five main areas: the counting 
of votes, broadcasting arrangements, the control of 
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expenditures, the wording of the question, and the 
information policy the Government would pursue. 


Perhaps the most troubling of these questions was 
the manner by which votes should be counted. The 
Cabinet favoured a national count for political, rather 
than technical, reasons and a majority argued that to 
have any other method would pose a potential political 
threat in the event that Scotland, Wales or Northern 
Ireland produced a result different from that of En- 
gland. Others displayed concern over the difficulties 
that conducting a count by constituency might pose for 
members of Parliament holding different views from 
their constituents, and held that a national decision, as 
such, should be made on a nation-wide basis. By 
March, however, the “Britain in Europe’ (pro-Market) 
group in the country had come out against the con- 
sensus of the pro-Market Cabinet members, and argued 
that a national count might well encourage thousands 
of Scottish, Welsh and Irish voters to vote against 
Europe out of “simple exasperation’. 


Agreement came more readily on broadcasting 
arrangements. The White Paper indicated the Govern- 
ment’s confidence that the BBC and the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority would ensure a fair balance in 
news and features programs and provide an equal num- 
ber of short periods of broadcasting time to the two 
main campaigning organisations. The actual consulta- 
tions on these matters were with the committee of party 
representatives which normally discusses election and 
other partisan broadcasts. 


The Government said it was convinced that any 
attempt to limit total expenditure by the two sides 
would be impracticable. Nor would contributions by 
donors be limited in any way. The Government indi- 
cated, however, it would consider how far it was pos- 
sible to require financial disclosure by the major orga- 
nisations and interests. 


On the matter of an information policy, it was de- 
cided that a nation-wide distribution of leaflets outlin- 
ing the government’s position and those of the ‘‘pro”’ 
and “‘anti” factions would be carried out. It took longer, 
however, to decide precisely how these cases should 
be presented, and to determine what official machinery 


should be used to support the Government's recom- 
mendation. 


When the draft White Paper was presented to Cab- 
inet, attention was drawn by Edward Short, the Lord 
President, to the areas in it which might prove conten- 
tious. Conditions with respect to the minimum majority 
and the turn-out to be required were discussed at great 
length, but the issues that proved the most contro- 
versial were the wording of the question and the use 
of official government resources in the campaign. The 
Cabinet agreed to leave these parts of the White Paper 
open for debate. 


The White Paper was well publicized and generally 
well received. It was debated in the Commons for a 
full day, where the Conservatives focussed at length on 
the constitutional implications of a referendum and 
wanted to know if the government intended to resign in 
the event of an adverse vote. The debate ranged from 
this extreme demand to rather more detailed proce- 
dural suggestions, and many of the opinions expressed 
crossed party lines. The Government was Officially in 
favour of continuing British membership but individual 
Ministers were free to adopt whatever position they 
wished. 


Ministerial responsibility for the referendum was 
complicated by this cross-cutting of party positions. 
Under normal conditions the Home Office would have 
dealt with the referendum as an electoral matter, but 
in this instance the Ministers in charge of elections 
(the principal one being the Home Secretary) were 
pointedly biased in favour of Britain’s continuing mem- 
bership. Consequently, the Referendum Unit of the 
Cabinet prepared the Bill, and it was steered through 
the Commons by the Lord President. The implementa- 
tion of the Act itself was left to the Home, Scottish, 
Welsh and Irish Offices, and to the Ministry of Defence 
(which had regional facilities), administered through 
their local offices. A Chief Counting Officer would orga- 
nise the actual count, but the Lord President retained 
responsibility for distribution of grants to the umbrella 
organisations and controlled the publication of their 
accounts. 


The Wording of the Question 


The Wilson government had publicly stated that the 
referendum should ask for a simple “‘yes” or ‘‘no” 
answer to a single straightforward question about stay- 
ing in or leaving the Common Market in light of the new 
terms. Though it had been suggested that more than 
One question should be posed on the ballot paper, and 
that these questions might include one asking if the 
voters might prefer to leave the matter to Parliament, 
the Government felt the advantage lay in simplicity. 
There would be only one question on the ballot, and 
the wording proposed in the White Paper was: 


The Government have announced the results of the 
renegotiation of the United Kingdom’s terms of 
membership in the European Community. 


DO YOU THINK THAT THE UNITED KINGDOM 
SHOULD STAY IN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY? 


YES 
NO 


Debate ensued. At the beginning of February poll- 
sters had tried out different formulations which had 
produced a great variety of results, and they finally con- 
cluded that if the issue was clear, by the end of a highly 
publicized campaign, the wording would not matter. 
Despite these findings, there were vehement arguments 
in Cabinet over the ballot. The Foreign Office wanted to 
see a long preamble to the question, while the anti- 
Market faction demanded that the words “Common 
Market” replace “European Community”. The Referen- 
dum Bill finally adopted the question as worded in the 
White Paper, though the Government gave in to the 
demands of the anti-Marketeers and agreed to add the 
words, “the Common Market” in brackets, to the ques- 
tion. The final ballot read: 


DO YOU THINK THAT THE UNITED KINGDOM 
SHOULD STAY IN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
(THE COMMON MARKET)? 


Even this wording led to some administrative con- 
cern when it was found that the printers had set ‘““Com- 
mon Market”? separately on a new line. 
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Government Information Activities 


In order to provide factual information about the 
European Community and the renegotiated terms of 
membership, a Central Office of Information was set 
up in the Cabinet Office on April 3rd. One of its imme- 
diate jobs was to draft the Government’s leaflet which 
was to be distributed across the nation along with those 
prepared by the opposing “umbrella groups”, “Britain 
in Europe” (BIE) and the ‘National Referendum Cam- 
paign” (NRC). The Unit’s main task, however, was to 
field 6,000 enquiries, mostly by telephone. Special 
arrangements were made for phone calls to a number 
of principal centres to be routed to London at no extra 
charge. On the whole, these calls were fewer in number 
than had been expected, though they did reflect great 
confusion and ignorance. The anti-Market forces took 
exception to what they deemed to be biased answers 
given by the Unit to callers, and set up their own inde- 
pendent information centre. It attracted little response. 


Every household received the Government’s leaflet 
which was a shortened version of the White Paper 
including the Government’s recommendation and a run- 
down of the renegotiated terms. These, along with the 
1500-word statements of the BIE and NRC, were dis- 
tributed between May 21st and May 30th. 


Financing the Campaign 


Curiously, the problem of financing the campaign 
caused little controversy in the end. The Government 
argued that it was contributing between £750,000 and 
£1 million to each of the umbrella organisations by dis- 
tributing their rival pamphlets across the nation, but 
refused the suggestion of “Britain in Europe” that the 
leaflets be abandoned and that the money saved be 
divided between the two organisations. The grant of 
£125,000 awarded to each of these groups appears to 
have been settled upon arbitrarily. It fell within the 
range suggested by the NRC, and was roughly equiva- 
lent to the cost of one full page advertisement in every 
daily and Sunday newspaper. This money was granted 
on the condition that all income and expenditures for 
the period of the campaign must be accounted for and 
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that relevant information be disclosed upon demand. 
BIE, led by Sir Con O’Neill, attempted unsuccessfully 
to have this latter condition modified, arguing that pub- 
licity would involve a breach of faith with some donors. 
The Lord President conceded only to the extent that 
two months would be allowed for the preparation of 
accounts, rather than one, and that donors who con- 
tributed less than £100 could be excluded. 


The Timing of the Referendum 


In the Prime Minister’s statement of January 23rd it 
had been intended that the referendum would be held 
around the end of June. Even before the Dublin Sum- 
mit?, however, Wilson had begun to press for a date 
earlier than the dates June 19th, 23rd or 26th proposed 
by the Referendum Unit as reasonable, given the time 
needed for the Referendum Bill to pass and for pre- 
parations to be made for the count. By late March, 
when it appeared that the Bill might be passed more 
swiftly than expected, June Sth emerged as a possi- 
bility. The main problems were the availability of a 
facility capable of conducting a central count, and the 
capacity of the Scottish authorities (who had been 
appointed as late as May 16th) to make the necessary 
arrangements in time. Though it took a while to 
straighten out the problems in Scotland, June 5th was 
finally chosen as the referendum date. 


The Referendum Bill 


There were strong pressures in the Cabinet to make 
special arrangements for the enfranchisement of ser- 
vicemen and their families as well as of Britons living 
overseas. These suggestions met with initial resistance 
because of the technical problems they would create 
and also because they might delay the Referendum Bill, 
and ultimately, the referendum itself. After the second 
reading of the Bill on April 10th, some forty pro-EEC 
members of the Labour back-benchers told the Chief 
Whip they would vote against the Government in com- 
mittee unless overseas voting were allowed. A majority 


2An EEC meeting to ratify the re-negotiated terms of British mem- 
bership, held early in 1975. 


in the Cabinet decided against any overseas civilian 
voting, but agreed special arrangements would be 
made for servicemen, arguing that civilian votes abroad 
would not make a difference if the result were clear 
but would be resented as a ‘middle-class fix” were it 
not. 


On another issue the Lord President argued for main- 
tenance of a central vote with a single declaration of 
the result but announced that the Government would 
hold a free vote in the Commons on this question. A 
large majority (272-155) favoured an amendment allow- 
ing for counting of the vote by counties not constituen- 
cies. 


The second reading of the Bill was carried in a 
debate which closely paralleled the discussion of the 
White Paper in March. Since the Bill was a major con- 
stitutional measure, the committee stage of the debate 
was held on the floor of the House. Although no major 
points were neglected, the committee took only two 
days — with late sittings — to get the Bill through, and 
the report stage and third reading took only one. A 
procedural mix-up led to the issue of a conditional 
majority being dealt with only at the report stage, but 
there was little argument over the adequacy of a simple 
majority. Wilson’s assertion that a one-vote margin 
would constitute a “simple majority — without quali- 
fications or conditions of any kind” was left unchal- 
lenged, though there was discussion of what would be 
considered a necessary precondition for a recount. 
After consultation with the Royal Statistical Society, it 
was announced that anything less than a 150,000 mar- 
gin would have to be rechecked, though even an error 
one-tenth as large was virtually impossible. Clause 4 
of the Bill, furthermore, contained a ban on any chal- 
lenge to the referendum’s result in the courts, in order 
that no “frivolous” delay might inhibit the country’s 
decision. 


The Bill passed rapidly through the House of Lords. 
Royal Assent came on May 8th and was followed by an 
Order-in-Council signed on the 14th. Because the 
Home Secretary, Roy Jenkins, had put himself in an 
extremely partisan position on the issue, the Order-in- 
Council was presented by the Lord President. The 


Order specified the electoral laws and regulations 
which would apply to the referendum, as well as pro- 
viding for the date and hours of polling and for the 
appointment of scrutineers by the umbrella organisa- 
tions. 


Political considerations may have been at the root of 
the Bill’s easy passage, for pro-Marketeers, who held 
an overwhelming majority in the Commons, had come 
to realize the referendum would go their way. In 
sending the Bill on to Royal Assent, the Leader of the 
Shadow Cabinet remarked: 


| must remind the Government of how much they are 
indebted to the opposition for the exceedingly rea- 
sonable, restrained and sensible way in which they 
received a Bill which was based on a rather unwel- 
come dodge and device adopted by the Prime 
Minister in a moment of difficulty for himself. 


The Conduct of the Campaign 


In general elections in Britain, a law dictates that 
twenty days shall elapse between the dissolution of 
Parliament and polling day; this is related to the legal 
limits on election expenditures; also, because of broad- 
casting regulations, there is a clear hiatus between the 
end of the electoral campaign and the vote. In the case 
of the referendum, it became apparent from March on 
that the country would be going to the polls in June, 
and the press contained stories of the referendum well 
before a date had been fixed for the vote. Before the 
end of April, there had been a number of special refer- 
endum gatherings held to spark publicity, in addition to 
the Special Labour Party Conference. No legal con- 
straint held back campaigning, and the only restraints 
On press coverage were the limits of public appetite 
for information on the issue. Perhaps because of 
extended coverage over a long period of time or 
because there were no great incidents during the cam- 
paign, it soon became a bit of a bore. The public did 
“switch on’, however, in the last ten days of the cam- 


paign. 


The broadcasting organisations offered some kind of 
timetable for the campaign. Pro-Market broadcasts 
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began on May 22nd, while Robin Day’s “phone-in” pro- 
gramme on the BBC began on May 20th. Feature pro- 
grammes on BBC and Independent Television started 
earlier in the month. 


The Yes Campaign 


Two non-party organisations had been promoting the 
European cause in Britain since the late 1940s: the 
European Movement and the European League for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation (ELEC). In early 1974 both inde- 
pendently took steps to prepare for the referendum 
campaign which by then seemed likely. Ernest Wistrich, 
Director of the European Movement, first suggested in 
May 1974 the idea of an “umbrella organisation” bring- 
ing together the various pro-European forces. The 
European Movement’s strengths included an impres- 
sive board of directors, an existing office of twenty-five 
employees, a small network of local branches, and 
sound finances. It was recognized, however, that the 
European Movement would not provide an appropriate 
vehicle for bringing together the many Yes groups, 
particularly because it was not a political organisation 
like a party. From early in 1974, however, the European 
Movement designated £150,000 to be spent on prepar- 
ing for the referendum, worked at hiring fifteen regional 
Organisers, and distributed a massive number of leaf- 
lets which recruited 7,000 volunteers. Meanwhile, the 
ELEC was providing a cover for leading pro-Market 
members of the Conservative and Labour parties to 
hold regular, informal and very private meetings on 
how to prepare for the campaign: by September these 
people too were considering the need for an umbrella 
Organisation and a consensus supported the name 
“Britain in Europe”. 


The re-election of the Labour government on October 
10 ensured that a referendum would be held within 
twelve months, though there was great uncertainty 
about the date. In December the activists associated 
with ELEC recruited Sir Con O’Neill, a retired diplomat, 
as full-time chairman of the Steering Group of the still 
unnamed predecessor of “Britain in Europe’. He 
opened an office in January. BIE worked closely with 
the European Movement, despite some jealousies, but 
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the two did not merge completely. The latter maintained 
its separate offices and concentrated especially on 
establishing regional organisers and committees and 
on producing certain literature. BIE saw the winning of 
the swing Labour vote as a central objective. For this 
reason, it was agreed that Roy Jenkins, the Labour 
Home Secretary, should be president of BIE. Jenkins, 
however, could not declare himself in favour of the new 
terms until the negotiations were completed, so from 
January until late March the organisation was operat- 
ing but unable to take on its final form. Willie White- 
law, a senior front bencher for the Conservative Party, 
was Jenkin’s effective deputy. The organisation brought 
together all three major parties but it quickly became 
apparent that the Conservative constituency organisa- 
tions, which were overwhelmingly ‘Yes’, would pro- 
vide the most important local presence. While the 
European groups within the parties co-operated closely 
with BIE (and were funded by it), they maintained their 
separate identities organisationally and in their litera- 
ture. 


BIE had the great advantage of being supported by 
the most popular politicians from all three major par- 
ties, and it tried to develop as broad an appeal as pos- 
sible: all-party meetings were held throughout the 
country, advertisements listed individuals such as 
clergy or sportsmen for Europe, the BIE symbol 
included the Union Jack. A very professional advertis- 
ing campaign in newspapers and posters was paid out 
of the campaign’s extremely healthy finances.* 


The No Campaign 


A wide variety of anti-Market organisations had 
grown up in the early 1970s, the most prominent being 
the Common Market Safeguards Campaign and Get 
Britain Out. In September 1974, representatives of 
these two groups started meetings which finally led to 
the creation of the National Referendum Campaign in 
January 1975. The NRC had to cover a much wider 


3BIE spent £1,481,583 compared with the National Referendum 
Campaign’s £133,630. Both received free broadcasting time and the 
right to draft a pamphlet distributed by the Government to all house- 
holds; these additional factors greatly diminished the gap between 
them. 


range of political views than did BIE because extrem- 
ists of left and right were heavily anti-Market; this made 
the NRC an uneasy coalition which gave great freedom 
to the ten or so groups which supported it.4 Only eight 
Conservative MPs were publicly against the Common 
Market by 1975; one of these, the moderate Neil Marten, 
was named chairman of the NRC, partly to give it a 
non-partisan image. The most significant political 
opposition to the Common Market was in the Labour 
Party, where seven Cabinet ministers were against, as 
were majorities both of backbenchers and of con- 
stituency and trade union activists. On the other hand, 
the Labour Prime Minister and a majority of the Cabinet 
were for membership. In the end, the Labour Party as 
an organisation was effectively kept out of the cam- 
paign by its divisions, so that the Labour ministers and 
others who participated in the anti-Market campaign 
did so largely as individuals. 


The NRC was extremely short of finances and never 
established more than a small central office. Its 
influence on its constituent members was limited. The 
most important activities of the NRC included prepar- 
ing the pamphlet distributed by the Government, hold- 
ing press conferences, some limited co-ordination of 
speakers, and developing the national television broad- 
casts. 


History of Public Opinion 


In 1966 and 1967, when the Labour government was 
attempting to take the United Kingdom into the Com- 
mon Market, opinion polls revealed that a majority of 
the electorate was behind Britain’s entry. The balance 
of public opinion reversed with the failure of the first 
attempt, and at the time of the general election in 1970 
a strong majority of Conservative and Liberal sup- 
porters were opposed to Britain’s membership in the 
European Community. The Conservative government’s 
decision to take Britain into the EEC polarized the 
electorate sharply, leading to a new situation in British 
politics. Opinion poll data taken at the time Britain 
joined, and again later in 1973, showed a majority of 


4Even so, the NRC refused to co-operate with the neo-fascist 
National Front or with the Communist Party. 


saient une confusion et une ignorance considérables. 
Les opposants du Marché commun trouvérent a redire 
a cette fagon de procéder, considérant que le Bureau 
donnait des réponses partiales, et ils mirent sur pied 
leur propre centre d’information qui connut peu de 
SUCCES. 


Chaque foyer recut la brochure gouvernementale qui 
présentait une version abrégée du Livre blanc ainsi 
que la recommandation du gouvernement et un ré- 
sumé des conditions renégociées. Ces brochures, 
comme les déclarations de 1,500 mots de la Britain in 
Europe et de la National Referendum Campaign, furent 
distribuées entre le 21 et le 30 mai. 


Financement de la campagne 


Fait curieux, la question du financement de la cam- 
pagne souleva peu de controverse. Le gouvernement 
soutenait qu’il avait souscrit de 750,000 a 1,000,000 de 
livres en faveur de chacun des organismes-parapluie 
en distribuant leurs brochures rivales a travers le pays. 
Il refusa toutefois, comme le lui suggérait la Britain in 
Europe, d’abandonner la distribution des brochures et 
de répartir l’argent ainsi €pargné entre les deux orga- 
nismes. 


La subvention de 125,000 livres accordée a chacun 
de ces organismes semble avoir été décidée arbitrai- 
rement; elle correspondait a peu prés a ce qu’avait 
suggéré la National Referendum Campaign comme 
montant et équivalait plus ou moins au codt d’une 
pleine page de publicité dans chacun des quotidiens 
et des journaux du dimanche. Le gouvernement 
accorda l’argent a condition que les organismes fas- 
sent le compte de leurs revenus et de leurs dépen- 
ses référendaires et les révélent sur demande. La 
BIE, sous la direction de Sir Con O’Neill, essaya sans 
succes de faire modifier cette condition, alleguant que 
la publication des comptes serait un manque de parole 
envers certains de ses donateurs. Le Lord président du 
Conseil privé ne fit que les concessions suivantes: il 
accorda deux mois plutét qu’un pour la préparation des 
bilans, et il permit de ne pas nommer ceux qui auraient 
donné moins que 100 livres. 
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Date du référendum 


Dans sa déclaration du 23 janvier, le premier mi- 
nistre avait fait part de son intention de tenir le réfé- 
rendum vers la fin de juin. Méme avant le Sommet de 
Dublin,? Wilson avait commencé 4 faire des pressions 
pour que le référendum ait lieu plus t6t que le 10, le 23 
ou le 26 juin, dates que le Groupe du référendum avait 
jugé raisonnables, compte tenu du temps requis pour 
adopter le Bill sur le référendum et pour faire les pré- 
paratifs nécessaires au décompte. A la fin de mars, le 
5 juin parut comme date possible lorsqu’on se rendit 
compte que le bill pourrait étre adopté plus rapidement 
que prévu. Restait a savoir si l’on disposerait des 
installations convenables pour effectuer le décompte 
central et si les autorités écossaisses, qui n’avaient été 
nommées que le 16 mai, pourraient prendre a temps les 
mesures nécessaires. Bien qu’il fallut un certain temps 
pour redresser la situation en Ecosse, on annon¢a enfin 
que le référendum aurait lieu le 5 juin. 


Bill sur le référendum 


Certains membres du Cabinet insistaient pour qu’on 
prenne des mesures spéciales en vue d’admettre au 
suffrage les militaires et leur famille de méme que les 
Anglais vivant a |’étranger. On y fit tout d’abord opposi- 
tion, a cause des problémes techniques que cette pro- 
position soulevait et du retard qu’elle pourrait entrainer 
dans l’adoption du Bill sur le référendum, puis dans la 
tenue du référendum. Aprés la deuxiéme lecture du 
projet de loi, le 10 avril, une quarantaine de députés 
travaillistes favorables au Marché commun informérent 
le whip en chef qu’ils voteraient contre le gouverne- 
ment en comité, a moins que les Britanniques vivant a 
’étranger ne soient autorisés a voter. Mais la majorité 
des membres du Cabinet s’opposa au vote des civils 
habitant a l’étranger, tout en consentant a ce qu’on 
prenne des mesures spéciales pour permettre aux mili- 
taires de voter; ils soutenaient que si le résultat du 
scrutin était clair, le vote des civils a |’étranger n’y 
changerait rien et, que s’il ne I’était pas, on reproche- 


2Réunion de la CEE, qui eut lieu au début de 1975 afin de ratifier 
les conditions renégociées de |’adhésion britannique. 
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rait d’avoir truqué le référendum en favorisant la classe 
moyenne. 


Sur une autre question, le Lord président du Conseil 
privé se prononga en faveur d’un vote central, avec 
déclaration unique du résultat mais il annonga que le 
gouvernement demanderait aux Communes un vote 
libre sur ce point. Une grande majorité (272 voix contre 
155) appuya un amendement en vue de faire le dé- 
compte des votes par comté et non par circonscription. 


La deuxiéme lecture du projet de loi fit objet d’un 
débat qui se déroula a peu prés de la méme fagon que 
la discussion de mars sur le Livre blanc. Comme il 
s’agissait d’une mesure constitutionnelle majeure, c’est 
toute la Chambre qui en fit l'étude en comité. Bien 
qu’elle n’ait négligé aucun élément important, la Cham- 
bre ne prit que deux jours de séances prolongées pour 
faire l'étude. Le rapport et la troisieme lecture ne duré- 
rent qu’une journée. A cause d’un malentendu sur la 
procédure, on n’aborda la question de la majorité 
nécessaire qu’au moment du rapport, mais il y eut peu 
d’objections a l’acceptation de la majorité simple. On 
ne remit pas en question la déclaration de Wilson a 
leffet que la différence d’un vote constituerait une 
«majorité simple, sans restriction ou condition aucune». 
Toutefois, on discuta des conditions préalables a un 
nouveau dépouillement du scrutin. Apres avoir consulté 
la Royal Statistical Society, on annonga qu’il faudrait 
vérifier toute difference de moins de 150,000 voix, 
méme s’il était, en pratique, impossible de se tromper 
de plus du dixiéme de ce nombre. L’article 4 du projet 
de loi interdisait en outre toute contestation des résul- 
tats du scrutin devant les tribunaux; aucun retard 
«futile» ne pourrait donc suspendre la décision du 
pays. 


La Chambre des Lords adopta rapidement le projet 
de loi, qui recut l’assentiment royal le 8 mai et fut suivi, 
le 14, d’un décret du Conseil. Comme le ministre de 
l’Intérieur, Roy Jenkins, s’était placé dans une position 
extrémement partisane sur la question, c’est le Lord 
président du Conseil privé qui présenta le décret. Ce 
document précisait les lois et reglements électoraux 
qui s’appliqueraient au référendum ainsi que la date et 


les heures du scrutin et les modalités que devraient 
respecter les organismes de chapeautage pour nom- 
mer les scrutateurs. 


On peut expliquer par des considérations politiques 
adoption aussi rapide du Bill sur le référendum; en 
effet, les tenants du Marché commun constituaient une 
écrasante majorité a la Chambre des communes et ils 
se rendirent compte que le référendum serait a leur 
avantage. En envoyant le bill pour qu’il regoive l’assen- 
timent royal, le leader du Cabinet fant6me a fait les 
commentaires suivants: 


Permettez-moi de rappeler au gouvernement com- 
bien il était redevable a l’'Opposition de |’attitude rai- 
sonnable, contenue et sensée, avec laquelle elle avait 
accepté ce projet de loi, inspiré par un stratageme 
plut6t facheux employé par le premier ministre dans 
un moment difficile. 


Déroulement de la campagne 


Pour les élections générales, il existe une loi stipu- 
lant qu’on doit compter vingt jours entre la dissolution 
du Parlement et le scrutin, €2 cause des restrictions 
légales sur les dépenses électorales; en outre, d’aprés 
les reglements sur la radiodiffusion, il doit y avoir un 
certain laps de temps entre la fin de la campagne élec- 
torale et le jour du scrutin. Pour ce qui est du réfé- 
rendum, il devint évident a partir du mois de mars que 
le pays se rendrait aux urnes en juin, et la presse 
publia des articles sur le référendum bien avant que la 
date en soit fixée. Avant la fin d’avril, on avait déja 
tenu, en plus de la conférence spéciale du Parti travail- 
liste, un certain nombre d’assemblées spéciales sur le 
référendum, en vue de faire de la publicité. Aucune 
contrainte légale n’empéchait de faire campagne, et la 
presse ne limiterait ses reportages sur la question que 
lorsque l’appétit du public serait rassasié a cet égard. 
Peut-étre est-ce di aux nombreux articles publiés pen- 
dant si longtemps, ou encore parce qu’aucun incident 
d’importance ne vint troubler le débat, mais la cam- 
pagne référendaire devint bient6t quelque peu assom- 
mante. La population se remit toutefois a |’écoute pen- 
dant les dix derniers jours. 


Les entreprises de radiodiffusion offrirent un certain 
genre d’horaire pour la campagne. La diffusion des 
messages en faveur du Marché commun commenga le 
22 mai, alors que |l’émission «ligne ouverte» de Robin 
Day sur les ondes de la BBC avait débuté le 20. La BBC 
et l’/ndependent Television avaient entrepris plus tot au 
cours du mois la diffusion de certaines Emissions spé- 
ciales. ; 


Campagne favorable au maintien de l’adhésion 
au Marché commun 


Deux organisations indépendantes des partis favo- 
risaient la cause de l’Europe au Royaume-Uni depuis 
la fin des années 40, soit le Mouvement européen et la 
European League for Economic Cooperation (ELEC). 
Au début de 1974, ces derniéres prirent des mesures, 
indépendamment l’une de !’autre, afin de se préparer 
a la campagne référendaire qui semblait alors pro- 
bable. Ernest Wistrich, directeur du Mouvement euro- 
péen, suggéra d’abord en mai 1974 l’idée de créer un 
organisme de chapeautage qui rassemblerait toutes les 
diverses forces en faveur du Marché commun. Le Mou- 
vement européen tenait sa vigueur, entre autres, d’un 
conseil d’administration impressionnant, d’un bureau 
déja existant, composé de vingt-cinqg employés, d’un 
petit reseau de succursales et d’une bonne situation 
financiére. Toutefois, il fut admis que le Mouvement 
européen ne constituerait pas un véhicule approprié 
au rassemblement de tous les groupes en faveur de 
l’adhésion, surtout parce qu’il ne s’agissait pas, a pro- 
prement parler, d’un organisme politique comme un 
parti. Cependant, a compter du début de 1974, le Mou- 
vement européen affecta 150,000 livres a la préparation 
du référendum, se mit a l’ceuvre pour engager quinze 
organisateurs régionaux et distribua un nombre impor- 
tant de feuillets qui contribuérent a recruter 7,000 béné- 
voles. Entre-temps, la ELEC permit a des membres 
importants des partis conservateur et travailliste, parti- 
sans du maintien de l’adhésion au Marché commun, 
de tenir des réunions réguliéres, officieuses et trés pri- 
vées pour préparer la campagne; en septembre, ils 
étudiérent eux aussi la nécessité d’établir un orga- 
nisme-parapluie et parvinrent a un consensus sur le 
nom de Britain in Europe. 


41 


La réélection d’un gouvernement travailliste, le 10 
octobre, a assuré la tenu d’un référendum dans les 
douze mois, mais la date en était trés incertaine. En 
décembre, les activistes associés a la ELEC recruté- 
rent Sir Con O’Neil, diplomate a la retraite, comme pré- 
sident a plein temps du groupe de liaison du prédé- 
cesseur de Britain in Europe qui n’avait pas encore de 
nom. Sir O’Neil ouvrit un bureau en janvier. Le BIE tra- 
vaillait étroitement avec le Mouvement européen, en 
dépit de certaines jalousies, mais les deux mouvements 
ne se sont pas complétement amalgamés. Ce dernier a 
conservé ses bureaux séparés et s’est employé surtout 
a constituer des organisateurs et des comités régio- 
naux et a publier de la documentation. Le BIE considé- 
rait comme son objectif central la nécessité de gagner 
le vote décisif des travaillistes. Pour cette raison, il a 
donc été convenu que Roy Jenkins, ministre de |’Inté- 
rieur travailliste, devrait 6tre nommé président du 
groupe BIE. Toutefois, Jenkins ne pouvait pas se décla- 
rer en faveur des nouvelles conditions tant que les né- 
gociations ne seraient pas terminées; de janvier a mars, 
lorganisme a donc fonctionné, mais n’a pu revétir 
sa forme finale. Willie Whitelaw, l'un des doyens des 
députés en vue chez les conservateurs, agissait effec- 
tivement comme remplagant de Jenkins. L’organisme 
réunit les trois principaux partis, mais il devint vite 
évident que les organisations de circonscriptions des 
conservateurs, qui étaient des tenants enthousiastes du 
Marché commun, constitueraient la présence locale la 
plus importante. Les groupes en faveur du maintien de 
’'adhésion au sein des partis collaboraient étroitement 
avec le BIE (qui les finangait), mais ils demeurérent 
indépendants du point de vue de |’organisation et des 
publications. 


Le BIE avait le grand avantage d’étre appuyé par la 
plupart des hommes politiques bien connus des trois 
principaux partis et il tentait d’en tirer le meilleur parti 
possible: il tint des réunions rassemblant tous les 
partis partout au pays; ses annonces portaient les 
noms de personnes comme les membres du clergé et 
les sportifs qui appuyaient le maintien de |’adhésion et 
son symbole comprenait Il’Union Jack. La situation 
financiére extrémement florissante de la campagne a 
permis de mettre sur pied une campagne de publicité 
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tres professionnelle dans les journaux et au moyen 
d’affiches. 


Campagne défavorable au maintien de l’adhésion 
au Marché commun 


Au début des années 1970, une large variété d’orga- 
nisations opposées au Marché commun s’était déve- 
loppée, dont les plus importantes étaient la Common 
Market Safeguards Campaign et la Get Britain Out. En 
septembre 1974, des représentants de ces deux 
groupes commencérent a tenir des réunions qui ont 
finalement entrainé la création, en janvier 1975, de la 
National Referendum Campaign. La NRC devait tenir 
compte d’un plus grand nombre de points de vue poli- 
tiques que ne devait le faire le BIE parce que les extré- 
mistes de la gauche et de la droite étaient fortement 
opposés au Marché commun; ce qui fit de la NRC une 
coalition indécise qui accordait une grande liberté aux 
quelque dix groupes qui |’appuyaient.* En 1975, seule- 
ment huit des députés conservateurs étaient publique- 
ment contre le Marché commun; |’un d’eux, le modéré 
Neil Marten, fut nommé président de la NRC, en partie 
pour donner a l’organisme une image de non-secta- 
risme politique. C’est au Parti travailliste que l’on re- 
trouvait l’opposition politique au Marché commun la 
plus importante; en effet, sept ministres du Cabinet 
étaient contre, tout comme la majorité des députés de 
larriére-plan et des activistes des circonscriptions et 
des syndicats. Par contre, le premier ministre travail- 
liste et la majorite des membres du Cabinet favori- 
saient l’adhésion. Finalement, Ja Parti travailliste, en 
tant qu’organisme, fut tenu a l’écart de la campagne 
par ses divisions, de fagon telle que les ministres tra- 
vaillistes et autres qui participérent a la campagne 
défavorable au maintien de l’adhésion au Marché com- 
mun le firent largement a titre privé. 


3Le BIE a dépensé 1,481,583 livres contre 133,630 pour la National 
Referendum Campaign. Toutes les deux ont eu des périodes de dif- 
fusion gratuites et ont pu rédiger une brochure distribuée par le 
gouvernement dans tous les foyers; ces facteurs additionnels ont 
grandement réduit |’écart entre les deux organisations. 

4Néanmoins, la NAC a refusé de collaborer avec le National Front 
néo-fasciste ou avec le Parti communiste. 


La situation financiére de la NRC était extremement 
limitée et cette derniére n’a jamais établi autre chose 
qu’un petit bureau central. Son influence sur ses mem- 
bres dans les circonscriptions était restreinte. Les acti- 
vités les plus importantes de la NRC comprenaient la 
préparation de la brochure distribuée par le gouverne- 
ment, la tenue de conférences de presse, une coordina- 
tion restreinte des orateurs et |’élaboration d’émissions 
nationales de télévision. 


Histoire de la question aux yeux de |’électorat 


En 1966 et 1967, lorsque le gouvernement travailliste 
avait tenté d’affilier le Royaume-Uni au Marché com- 
mun, les sondages d’opinion avaient révélé que la ma- 
jorité des électeurs favorisaient l’adhésion. Mais la 
population changea d’avis quand vint |’échec des pre- 
miéres négociations. Lors de |l’élection générale de 
1970, une grande majorité de conservateurs et de libé- 
raux s’opposaient a l’adhésion du Royaume-Uni a la 
Communauté européenne. La décision du gouverne- 
ment conservateur d’intégrer le Royaume-Uni a la CEE 
polarisa l’opinion publique, ce qui était nouveau dans 
la politique britannique. D’aprés les sondages réalisés 
au moment de |’adhésion britannique ainsi qu’au cours 
de l’année 1973, la majorité des partisans conserva- 
teurs appuyaient l’affiliation alors que la majorité des 
partisans libéraux s’y opposaient.> 


L’adhésion britannique modifia profondément la 
perspective dans laquelle les votants considéraient la 
question. Il ne s’agissait plus simplement de décider si 
le Royaume-Uni devait se joindre a la Communauté 
européenne mais de savoir si le Royaume-Uni pouvait 
ou était autorisé a se soustraire a une obligation con- 
tractuelle. Les électeurs n’avaient pas simplement a 
étudier les arguments des tenants et des opposants de 
l'adhésion mais ils devaient également évaluer |’expé- 
rience du pays dans le Marché commun. L’événement 
le plus saillant de cette expérience était sans contredit 
la hausse du prix des aliments; il était facile d’associer 
inflation et adhésion britannique au Marché commun. 


Bo Sarlvik, Ivor Crewe et al., «Britain's Membership of the EEC: 
A Profile for Electoral Opinions in the Spring of 1974 — With a 
Postscript on the Referendum», European Journal of Political Re- 
search, IV, 5, 1976, p. 85. 


Résultat du référendum 


Par une majorité de plus de deux contre un, la popu- 
lation endossa la recommandation du gouvernement 
britannique voulant que le pays reste membre de la 
Communauté européenne. Des 68 circonscriptions, 
toutes, sauf deux, appuyérent le maintien de l’adhésion. 
Les deux régions qui s’y étaient opposées étaient les 
lles Shetland et les Hébrides. Environ 64.5 p. cent de 
plus de 40 millions d’électeurs se rendirent aux urnes. 
Voici les résultats du scrutin (nombre et pourcentage 
de voix favorables et défavorables au maintien de 
ladhésion) pour l'ensemble du Royaume-Uni, et sépa- 
rément pour |’Angleterre, le Pays de Galles, |’Ecosse et 
’Irlande du Nord. 


OUI NON 
Angleterre 14,918,009 68.7% 6,812,052 31.3% 
Pays de Galles 869,135 64.8% 472,071 35.2% 
Ecosse 1,332,186 58.4% 948,039 41.6% 
Irlande du Nord 259 201 OZ e 237,911 47.9% 
Royaume-Uni 17,378,581 67.2% 8,470,073 32.8% 


Le vote traduisit une remarquable homogénéite na- 
tionale. Seules I’Irlande du Nord et certaines régions 
de l’Ecosse accordérent des majorités beaucoup moins 
grandes que les autres régions du pays. Il ne s’est pas 
produit la «révolte de la périphérie» que |’on craignait; 
mais les Iles Shetland et les Hébrides (la «péri-périphé- 
rie») se sont fermement prononcées contre le maintien 
du Royaume-Uni dans la Communauté économique 
européenne. 


Le Cabinet Wilson ne réussit qu’a moitié a faire voter 
les travaillistes en faveur de |’adhésion, malgré les opi- 
nions contraires exprimées lors de la Conférence du 
Parti travailliste. Neéanmoins, ce vote, combine a l’appui 
massif du reste de |’électorat, était suffisant pour assu- 
rer une majorité substantielle a la Conférence nationale 
du Parti, en faveur du maintien de l’adhésion au Marche 
commun. Cette majorité s’est formée parce que la 
direction du Parti, en tant que gouvernement, s’est 
adressée directement aux partisans, sans se préoccu- 
per des nombreux membres de l’aile parlementaire et 
de l’organisation nationale. 


1973 


1974 


1975 


le 1er janvier 


le 28 février 


le 1er avril 


le 4 juin 


le 19 octobre 


le 2 janvier 


le 7 janvier 


le 23 janvier 


le 26 février 


le 11 mars 


le 18 mars 


le 26 mars 


le 9 avril 
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CHRONOLOGIE 


Le Royaume-Uni, lIrlande et le 
Danemark deviennent membres de 
la Communauté économique euro- 
péenne. 


Le gouvernement travailliste est 
porté au pouvoir. 


James Callaghan demande une re- 
négociation des conditions d’adhé- 
sion. 


Callaghan présente une liste détail- 
lée des sujets de renégociation. 


Le gouvernement travailliste est 
réélu. 


Ouverture du bureau du groupe 
Britain in Europe. 


Fondation officielle de la National 
Referendum Campaign. 


Le premier ministre Harold Wilson 
annonce a la Chambre des Com- 
munes la tenue d’un référendum 
sur le maintien des liens avec la 
CEE, ou le retrait de la Communau- 
té. 


Publication du Livre blanc sur le 
Referendum on UK Membership of 
the European Community. 


Fin des renégociations. La Cham- 
bre des communes vote, par 312 
voix contre 262, la tenue d’un réfé- 
rendum. 


Le Cabinet approuve les nouvelles 
conditions. 


Le Bill sur le référendum est dé- 
posé. Britain in Europe lance offi- 
ciellement sa campagne. 


Les Communes votent pour le main- 
tien des liens britanniques avec la 
GEE: 


BA 


le 10 avril Deuxiéme lecture du Bill sur le le 8 mai Adoption de An Act to Provide for 
référendum. the Holding of a Referendum on the 
, : nae , UK’s membership of the European 
le 26 avril La Conférence spéciale du Parti Economic Community. 
travailliste recommande de voter 
NON. le 5 juin Jour du scrutin. 
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